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Lesson Calendar 


The Gospel of the Kingdom (Studies in Matthew) 


1. January 2.—The Child and the Kingdom. Matthew 18 : 1-14 
2. January 9.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness 
Matthew 18 : 21-35 
3. January 16.—Our All for the Kingdom 
‘ ¥ Matthew 19 : 16-30 
4- January 23.—Promotion in the Kingdom 
Matthew 20 : 17-28 
5. January 30.—Jesus Greeted as King...Matthew 21 : 1-46 
6. February 6.—The Marriage Feast (May be used 
with’ Missionary Applications) ..... Matthew 22: 1-14 
7. February 13.-Lessons on Citizenship (May be used 
with Temperance Appliéations.) ...Deuteron-.) 4 cay 
omy 8: 6-11; Matthew 22 : 15-22, 34-40 
8& February 20.—The Wise and the Foolish Virgins 
Matthew ag : 1-13 


9, February 27—Rewards of Faithfulness. Matthew 25 :.14-30 * 


30. March 6=+Jesus Among His Friends ..Matthew 26 :1-13 
11. March t3.—The Lord’s Supper ......... Matthew 2: 14°30 
12. March.20.—Jesus on the Cross .......... Matthew 27 : 33-50 


13. March 27.—The_ Living Christ (Easter Lesson) 
Matthew 28 : r-20 








HY not spare yourself uncertainty and guess 

work, and simply make it your habit to write 

4 frequently at least letters of inquiry to good adver; 

tisers about whose wares you would like to know 

more? Very many are evidently doing this with the 

advertisers whose namies appear ja@Ghe Sunday 
School Times. 
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His Perfect Gift 


By W. M. Czamanske 


QO all the fields of Bethlehem 
The golden harps are ringing; 
For angels fair are gathered hete 
With music and with singing. 
And all the little stars look down, 
-Their phy with wo or besesey 
Upon a Light, so calm bright, 
Their er sweetly dreaming, 


And shepherds from their folded flocks, 
No more in fear of danger, 
Behold a Child, so pure and mild, 
eir Saviour in a manger. 
And there, dear children, let us go 
With our sins and sadness, 
And soft entreat at Jesus’ feet 
His perfect gift of gladness. 


The Best Advocate 


It means’ much for-.an accused man to have @ 
good lawyer. . Christians have the best lawyer— 
one who is able to silence every accuser. “Havin 
made peace through the blood of his cross” (Col. 
1:20), Jesus Christ has satisfied the claims of God’s 
justice. But Satan is always watching the Chris- 





tian’s walk, and is quick to accuse if he makes a 
false step and slips into sin. Satan is “the accuser 
of the brethren” (Rev. 12:10; Job 1:6-12; 2: 1-7). 
But “if any man sin we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 
But, while part of our Lord’s ascension work is 
advocacy, by pleading his substitutionary atonement 
against Satan’s a ee are sometimes lies, 
but alas sometimes true, He wants to do something 
for us in his great ascension mission that is better 
than advocacy for a slipped but confessing saint: 
He wants to protect us so that defending us before 
God from: Satan will not be necessary at all, for 
. “he is able to save them to the uttermost .. . seeing 
he evet liveth to make intercession” (Heb. 7:25). 
“We shall never know how much we owe to the in- 
tercessory work of the Lord Jesus Christ,” said one 
of the writers quoted in the Keswick calendar re- 
cently, “until in the glory above ‘we read the sto 

of our lives in the light of God.’ Then we shail 
learn how- often we were in danger. and were not 
harmed; how often we were near falling and yet did 


not fall,” 
“” 


Glorious Interviews in Glory 

Not all of Heaven’s secrets have been revealed, 
and some of earth’s are locked up in heaven, too. 
The late Dr. D. M. Stearns. was constantly telli 
in his addresses of questions he expected to ask o 
Job, Joel, Jonah, John, James, Jude, and other Old 
and New see age Baan © y once’ said: 


. ‘ 


. of God. 


he intended to ask Jochebed what wages she was 
ic by Pharaoh’s daughter for nursing her own 

by. Have you ever thought about asking Peter 
how he hand the after-meeting on the day of 
Pentecost, or Paul what quality it was in Titus that 
made the latter so indispensable to the apostle’s com- 
fort? Who are the saints to whom you wish most to 
be introduced, and how would you begin the con- 
versation with them? Is not the anticipation of such 
interviews really one way of heeding the command, 
“Set your affection on things above’? 


> afl 


Abounding Grace in Japan 

Sufficient grace ‘is universal in its outreach. Like 
the God who gives it, it is no respecter of persons 
or races. “The other day on a post card, which 
reached me from one of the former members of my 
Bible class in Osaka,” writes Mr. seoree Gleason, 
of the Foreign Department of the Y. M. C. A., from 
New York, “appeared a striking sentence. The young 
man who wrote it was a student in one of the me- 
chanical art schools df Osaka, spent two years in 
the army, and is now.employed in a small steel mill 
in the country. Showing how he is following out 
the principles of service which I tried to teach in 
my Bible class, he writes: ‘I am still successing the 
position of Principaleof Sunday-school by the grace 
'” God’s grace is sufficient to keep us “suc- 
cessing” as Sunday-school superintendents, or in any 
other task to which he has aomgnes us: Do we need 
to be reminded by this Japanese boy's testimony 


Lessons from the Tokyo Convention 


Following the editorials in The Sunday School Times of December 4 and 11, on ‘‘The Price of 

the Tokyo Convention,’’ and the news reports of that convention that have appeared in each issue of 

the Times since November 20, this editorial discusses’ certain outstanding characteristics of the 
convention, and suggests lessons that we all need to learn from it. 


NE of the in icuous delegates at the 
World’s. Sunday “S@fiool Convention held in 
Tokyo last October Was a quiet littke woman 
from one of our southern states, the widow of a 
minister. She was ill during part of the convention 
period; and, being: unable to get to the meetings, she 
read the English newspapers published ‘in Tokyo, 
wie gave a full and accurate report of what was 
oing on. As she read, she said to herself: “It 
seems to me that the Sunday School Convention is 
a failure and not a success. They seem to spend 
their time talking about the kind feeling between 
Buddhism. and Christianity, The message of the 
convention seems to be just kindness-to humanity 
and brotherly love.. The Gospel does not seem to 
be preached at all. The Saviour is not held up. If 
this is what it stands for, I do not care whether I 
ever.go to another World’s Sunday School Conven- 
tion or not.” Was her judgment a harsh one? 

On the steamer crossing the Pacific on her way 
home she asked an officer of the convention this 
‘question: “Do you: th the impression made by 

e  World’s pumday : 1 Convention upon the 
Japanese was that Christ is the Saviour of the world, 
or that ey is a good institution?” To any 
one who was in Tokyo, the question is a searching 
one, and answers itself. . Not salvation, but uplift, 
was. the convention’s dominant note. That is why it 
was welcomed in such an unprecedented way by the 
non-Christian political, financial, and social leaders 
of a heathen land. 

In the many addresses of welcome that were made 
by these pagan leaders, and in the recognition given 
by representatives of the government from the Em- 
peror down, they thought they were welcoming Chris- 
tianity. They were not, They were welcoming what 
they mistakenly understood Christianity to be; and 
it was the convention's failure to give an undimmed 
Christian testimony that was to blame for this, rather 
than the fault of the Japanese. 

_ Count Uchida, Minister of Foreign Affairs, speak- 
ing at the reception given by the Patrons’ Associ- 
ation to. the convention delegates, said: “I bid you 
my cordial welcome and congratulate you on the 





triumph ahd success’ of the convention, . . . The 
purpose of the Sunday-school is to make the world 
safe for humanity by giving moral and religious 
training to the future citizens of the world. . . . May 
your unselfish efforts be crowned with success, and 
may your influence bring the peoples of the world 
to a keen sense of realization of what is meant by 
‘international peace and by the brotherhood of man.” 
The President of the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr. Fujiyama, said to the convention: “We are 
happy to welcome you here, and the business men, 
captains of industry and finance of our country, join 
us in their welcome, because we know your purpose 
in coming here. You are here for one purpose. You 
have come here for the sdke of the moral uplift of 
mankind, . . . You are the variguard of civilization 
and of the reconstruction of the world. , .. You are 
weereng for the equality of races, for the welfare 
of mankind, and for international harmony and peace. 
We, the Japanese people, are also the lovers of 
peace and are second to ‘none in rendering our sér- 
vices for the maintenance of peace in the wéorid. 
efore, as a lover of peace and as a business man 
of Japan, I am extremely happy to welcome you.” 
hat did these, and the many other similar mes- 
sages from the pagan leadets of Japan, mean? One 
missionary said that thjs endorsement by the great 
men of Japan was i oi the biggest results of the 
convention; others sdid that in ten days the conven- 
tion had pushed forward the cause of missions ten 
years. But the cause of what missions? Of a cer- 
tain popular and so-called “modern” form of missions, 
yes; of New Testament Christian missions, no. 
In these endorsements the whole emphasis was 
upon the improvement of mefely temporal conditions, 
of this world’s affairs, of relationships between na- 
tions quite regardless of men’s spiritual condition 
or their relation to Christ. Therefore, when the Jap- 
anese leaders and the people in general — Buddhists, 
Shintoists, and the rest — welcomed and commended 
the convention, they were not for a moment welcom- 
ing or commending the Gospel of Jesus Christ which 
tells them that they are without God and having no 
hope in the world (Eph. 2:12), lost sinners, whose 
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ending is eternal destruction from the face of the 
Lord (2 Thess, 1:9), and that their glorious deliver- 
ance from this is their aeerye acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as the only Son of God and their Saviour, who 
aid the penalty of their sins by the shedding of his 
lood in his death on the cross, That message, that 
Gospel, the only Gospel, was not welcomed by the 
pagan leaders of Japan, for it was not the mes- 
sage of the convention they were big ese A 
convention officer quoted prominent Japan as 
saying they never expected to see the day when 
Christianity would be recognized by the Empire. But 
real Christianity was not recognized: only the Jap- 
anese’s mistaken idea of what Christianity is. . 

We can find nowhere in the New Testament any 
suggestion that the endorsement of Christianity by 
non-Christians should be considered an asset or a 
help in saving lost men. On the contrary, we are 
plainly told that the unsaved world will hate and per- 
secute true Christians (John 15:19, 20). We are-told 
that “the word of the cross is to them that are per- 
ishing foolishness”; that “Christ crucified” is “a stum- 
bling block,” and “foolishness” to children of the 
world (1 Cor, 1: 18, 23). 

Official Japan would not have welcomed or toler- 
ated the man-condemning, shed-bl Gospel’ of our 
crucified and risen Lord if she had believed that that 
was what the convention stood for. 

The attitude of these Japanese toward the conven- 
tion seemed to be that of Nicodemus toward Christ 
when that ruler of the Jews came to Him and said, 
“Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, 
except God be with him.” Nicodemus commended 
Christ. And Christ surprised Nicodemus by telling 
him that he was not competent to commend, or even 
to know what was commendable, in matters relating 
to the kingdom of God, There was just one thing, 
said our Lord, that Nicodemus needed, and that was 
to be born anew and start life all over again. This 
startled Nicodemus; and now he stepped down from 
the position of one condescendingly commending an- 
other and took the place of a learner. What a bless- 
ing it would have been if the World’s Sunday School 
Convention had lovingly, tactfully, but uncompromis- 
ingly told the truth to the blinded Japanese. Instead 
of that, both Christian and pagan leaders constantly 
told each other, sometimes very directly, sometimes 
indirectly, that. they Were essentiffly one and were 
working for the same worthy goals. Herein’ was one 
great tragedy of the Tokyo convention: its persistent 
ignoring of the fundamental, eternal distinction be- 
tween Christianity and all other religions. 


Bringing All Religions Together 

As far back as 1913, when one of Japan’s repre- 
sentatives was bringing to the World’s Sunday School 
Convention at Zurich the invitation to Tokyo, he 
said: “Last spring our Minister for Home Affairs 
convened a meeting of. representatives of three great 
religions — Shintoism, Buddhism, and Christianity. 
His object was to call the attention of the public 
to the importance of the moral and spiritual ad- 
vancement of the people, and thus ask the representa- 
tives of those religions to unite in their efforts to 
contribute to this great object.” Christianity and 
paganism joining hands for spiritual advancement! 
The pagan is not to blame for supposing this to be 
possible; the Christians are to blame for letting him 
go on in his mistake. 

Some of the unchallenged statements made by 
pagans at the World’s Sunday School Convention, or 
quent, the time of its sessions, should be noted. 
Said Viscount Shibusawa, a Confucianist, giving his 
reasons for being interested in the Sunday School 
Convention: “I want the young people of my coun- 
try to have strong religious faith, whetever creed it 
may be.” 

Baron Sakatani, after explaining that he was not 
a Christian, but expressing his belief that “we must 
have one common world religion which is believed 
in all parts of the world in more or less degree,” 
was careful to add, “In saying this I do not mean to 
say anything to discredit or in any sense to under- 
value the merit of all other religions. .. . Not in the 
least do I mean that.” 

A Japanese paper, the Taisho Nichi Nichi, organ 
of the Omotokyo Sect, published an editorial while 
the convention was in session, which said: “The mag- 
nanimous and thoroughgoing study of every religion 
will enable the students, we believe, to find the 
identity of the doctrines now expounded under so 
many Tabane. This is why we read the Christian Bible 
and the Buddhist Sutras with the. same reverence 
and awe as we read our Kojiki or Omoto scriptures. 
We believe that the words written in those holy books 
were revealed by the same divine being, and when 
the religionists of the world awake to the truth, the 
present barriers between them will no longer- exist. 
It-is an urgent matter for the Christians to get rid 
of their. former intolerable and exclusive attitude 
toward other religions. The sad fact is that the 
Sunday School Convention made such pagans feel 
hopeful concerning Christianity. 

Christian speakers from America said things which 
encouraged this tragic mistake. Thus an officer of 
the convention, speaking of “forwarding human hap- 
piness and progress through the moral and spiritual 
training of a generation of childhood and youth,” 
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Are You Having Victory To-day 
“And they shall call his name Im- 
manuel; which is,...God with us” 
(Matt. 1 : 23). é 









aaih: “For this greet task we join hands with all 
a 


agencies in all lands that seek this common end.” 

Even the two American aap gre candidates, then 
most prominently before the eyes of the entire world, 
in their messages ,to the Tokyo Convention helped 
to break down the fundamental and eternal line be- 
tween life and death, between the Gospel of Christ 
and all other religions. One of them said: “I desire 
to have you convey to the convention in Tokyo my 
good wishes and expression of my belief that all sin- 
cere and noble spiritual faiths in the world serve good 
citizenship and serve mankind.” The other said: 
Soe judgment is that in the affairs of the world 
to-day, if we will all get closer to our religion, no 
matter what our religion is, we Wilt be better as in- 
dividuals in making contributions to’ the world.” 

It is interesting to note that the Japan Advertiser 
was clear-headed and keen enough to see the heart 
of the-mistake in this last message, as it commented 
on it editorially: “Does not the proposition that a 
man is better for vet ey to his religian depend on 
what his religion teaches him? An audience largely 
composed of people who are devoting their lives to 
convincing the people among whom they live that it 
does matter very much what one’s religion may be 
must have felt qualms when. they listened to the 
message.” 

Not only. that, but at least one 
from America was actually told not 
the Gospel in certain public 
was a member of one of the pre-convention 
tour parties, and was asked to speak at a 
meeting called by the non-Christian mayor of a 
certain city in Japan through which the party was 
passing on its way to Tokyo. The local missionary 
in charge told this delegate that he had better not give 
any “propaganda” when he spoke. By “propaganda,” 


delegate 
to give 
addresses, He 


~and evangelical 
used 


/ 


he meant “Christian propaganda.” And by “Christian™ 


ropaganda” he meant the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
t might “offend”. the non-Christian Japanese, be- 
cause this was in a city where, until recently, the 
feeling against Christiqnity had been very intense. 
Yet the wife of that delegate, who also was asked 
to speak, did not happen to know of these instruc- 
tions, and from the platform she gave a straight- 
forward message on John 3:16! And when she fin- 
ished her brief address the Japanese audience wanted 
more! It reminds one of the fact that “the common 
people heard Him gladly” (Mark 12: 37). At another 
meeting, in Tokyo, this same delegate was again 
told, this time by his interpreter, that he had bet- 
ter not give any “propaganda” when speaking. Does 
it not seem unthinkable that Christian delegates to 
a World’s Sunday School Convention should be in- 
structed to keep silent, in a non-Christian land, on 
the only way of salvation? 

It is not strange that a Japanese Christian minis- 
ter said with a tremor in his voice to one of the dele- 
gates, toward the close of the convention, “We are 
planning for a great evangelistic campaign this au- 
tumn, but we shall have to go a great deal farther 
than the Sunday School Convention went if souls 
are to be saved.” 


How Japanese Christians Felt 

Many true Christians in Japan felt keenly the spir- 
itual failure of the convention. A Japanese pastor 
uttered a brave, true word from the platform of the 
convention as he said: “When we realize that Christ 
himself is sufficient for the church and the Christian 
program, then we shall not need. ‘promoters’ asso- 
ciations’ and sessions of this character. There is a 
deadly tendency in the church to-day to lean upon 
social influence, upon wealth, upon political power 
and to forget that only when the church leans upon 
Jesus Christ can she reach her great God-given goal.” 

Another Japanese Christian pastor said in a letter 
te the Editor, concerning the convention: “We take 
it as a huge semi-pagan festival, whose after effect 
will be decidedly bad for the cause of the true Gos- 
pel in this country.” In a meeting held in Tokyo 
perhaps a year ago a number of Japanese Christians 
made a public plea for reform from the worldli- 
ness and apostasy that are characterizing so many 
Christian churches in Japan, and the methods 
of the World’s Sunday School Convention then be- 
ing planned’ for were condemned as unchristian and 
unscriptural. Of course many missionaries in Japan 
were sorely troubled about the convention, and some 
felt that they could not conscientiously afhliate. 


What will be the effect of the convention upon 
Christian work in Japan? 

To answer this question, we must bear in. mind 
that, as in all so-called Christian lands to-day, so 
among professing Christians in Japan a great apos- 
tasy from the faith is going on. The fundamentals 
of “the faith once for all delivered unto the saints” are 


~ 
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being denied by Japenese Christian ministers and lay- 
men. It is well known that many of the churches 
in so-called evangelical denominations in Japan to- 
day are abr nary BE ge glory and are far less biblical 
the old New England Unitarians 
to be. The convention's blurring of clear lines 
between the Gospel and other ny will increase, 
rather than check, this apostasy. It was the opinion 
of one of the leading Japanese soul-winners, ex- 
pressed in conversation with the writer, that six 
months or a year from now disastrous effects from 
the convention would be felt upon Christian work 
in the Empire. Instead of true evangelism receiv- 
ing a great impulse from the convention, as some seem 
to suppose it will, he believes just the reverse will be 
the case. “Whatever is done in Tokyo,” said he, 
“will be imitated all over the Empire, Tokyo is 
Japan. Therefore smaller cities will duplicate the 
convention . doings. - Money, influence, recognition 
from ‘non-Christians will be sought and secured by 
Christians everywhere.” 

“The Japanese people and the newspapers,” he 
went on, “do not take the convention as a religious 
meeting. They take it as an international affair.” 

This pastor said he was dazed by it all. _He has 
been trying to look after the helpiess-sheep, he says, 
and now he must explain to them that all this was 
not Sen. 

Anothet widely known Japanese soul-winner has 
said he believes that one blessing that may come 
from the Tokyo .Convention is that it has made 
clearer the necessary line of cleavage between liberal 
and oonservative, unsound and sound Christians. 


Lessons for Christians Everywhere 


May it not be that God would’ have us see such 
lessons as the following from the Tokyo Convention? 


The giving of true Christian testimony is never 
dependent upon, but always hindered by, the pat- 
ronage and support of unbelievers. “Be not un- 
equally yoked with unbelievers,” God tells his 
children: “for what fellowship have righteousness 
and iniquity? or what communion hath. light with 
darkness? ' 

While welcoming every one, no matter what their 
form of unbelief or false religion may be, to meetings 


of a Christian convention, all such should be'wel- - 


comed with the prayerful purpose of. showing them, 
directly or indirectly, that without their personal 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as Saviour they are 
lost, and that there is none “other name under 
heaven, that is give among men, wherein we must 
be saved” (Acts 4: 12). 

While commending good impulses and good 
deeds, in whomsoever found, such commendation 
should never leave persons with the death-deal- 
ing mistake that by their good deeds their stand- 
ing before God is aSsured;’only the merits of the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ, it must always be 
pointed out, are the grounds for our salvation. 


The fatal mistake of letting unbelievers sup- 
pose that their aims and the aims of Christian be- 
lievers are essentially one should never be per- 
mitted. ‘This identifies light, with darkness, death 
with life, and betrays Christian stewardship. 

All Christians have a lesson to learn from the 
generous hospitality, the lavish, unstinted kindness 
of the Japanese hosts to all the members of the 
convention. We Christians may well ask ourselves 
whether we are as ready, as self-sacrificing, as 
generous in yn are hospitality to those whe 
come into our midst having their feet “shod... 
with the preparation of the Gospel of peace.” The 
unbelieving Japanese have reminded us that God 
asks Christians to be “given to hospitality.” 

And may the sad mistakes of the Tokyo Con- 
vention remind us all that this convention has had 
no monopoly on such mistakes, but that it has 
been only a reflection, a further expression perhap 
of identically the same sort of compromise an 
concession and fellowship with unbelievers that we 
in the Christian church in homelands have been 
responsible for these many years past. The pro- 
fessing church of Christ is so tangled up with’ the 
org world in many ways that all of us who 
are identified with the church surely need to take 
to heart the significance of what happened at 
Tokyo. The blame rest’ upon us all. May alf 
- Christians join in prayer that God will cleanse 
the church at home and show all of us our in- 
dividual responsibility for the lowering of standards 
in any way, and what we can do, to avoid it in the 
uture. 


In an earlier editorial The Sunday School Times 
declared, as it here declares again, its long timé con- 
fidence in and love for the World’s Sunday School 
Association and Christian brethren who constitute 
its management. The Times believes it is voicing 
the earnest, prayerful plea of millions of Christians 
the world over, who similarly love the World’s Sun- 
day School work and are praying for its guidance 
and blessing, that the Association should now (do 
everything in its power to make impossible a repeti- 
tion of such things as occurred at Tokyo. The As- 
sociation has a great and precious stewardship before 
the Lord Jesus Christ. May it see and meet that 
stewardship as responsible to Him and to Him alone. 
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Here are more of thé articles, coming out of the experiences of the Editor of The Sunday School Times 
in the Far East last summer, the publication of which will be commenced in next week's issue. 


se Bap onay are more than six hundred English-speaking Chinese students at Tsing 
t Hua College. just outside Peking—the college founded with the indemnity 
money paid by the Chinese Government to the United States for the Boxer outrages, 
and returned by the United States to China. Can you. imagine the privilege of 
meeting with little groups of those alert, bright-faced Chinese young men to tell them 
about the blood Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; and His offer of himself as our 
present victory over sin? It will warm your heart to know more of what happened 


With Chinese Students at the Indemnity College 


YPHOONS had been devastating sea, river, and land in Central China. We 
were four thousand feet up in the mountains at Kuling, and the time had come 
to make the descent, in sedan chairs borne by sure-footed coolies. The mountain 
trip in the best of weather has shaken. the nerve of a good many people, as one is 
carried for tedious miles along narrow pathways but a few feet from a drop. of dizzy 


heights. This time there were landslides, and knee-deep mud and waterfalls across — 


our path,— and storm and wind driving down with undiscouraged force. It was a 
time of utter human helplessness, when faith and prayer were needed if life was to be 
spared. But God showed his faithfulness through 


The Storm, the Precipice —and the Bluebells . 


OURTEEN Korean Bible Women went apart with a Spirit-filled Korean pastor 
and two missionaries last June, for a retreat of several days, to be alone with 
God.and to receive fresh-cleansing and power. One of these Bible women had gotten 
sadly away from her earlier consecration and usefulness, and was a wellnigh ‘“ impos- 
sible’ case. The day they returned to their home in Seoul the Editor was given the 
privilege of meeting with them, and the “all things” that are ours in Christ were 
quietly talked over and prayed through. You will praise God when you learn of 


The Korean Bible Women’s Victorious Life Conference 


MERICA is a newcomer in the field of “graft.” China has been “ grafting” 

for centuries past, on such.a tremendous and universal scale, \py the universal 
practise known as the “squeeze,”’ that many Americans would gasp to know the facts. 
There is a lesson for us all, even Christians who never “graft,” in the answer to 
the questior, 


What Does the “Squeeze” Mean in China? 


ES, missionaries are human. , That means that God can reveal Christ in them as 

gloriously as he did in New Testament times, and make them Living Epistles of 
his grace and miracle-working power: and He is doing so. It means also that Satan 
as an angel of light can deceive and mislead them: and he is doing so. Our summer 
in the Far East deepened our love and admiration for missionaries beyond-all we had 
ever known before ; and it deepened, too, our appreciation of the problems and perils 
of the mission field. The Editor wants to share this with you, in an intimate talk on 


My Impressions of the Missionaries 


F YOU ever make a journey through mission fields to testify to the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, you will know—as you cannot know until you have done 
this— why you will want your friends at home to pray for you. Miracles of blessing 
are occurring all the time on the foreign field because folks at home are praying. Sad 
failures, and unused opportunities, are occurring on the mission field all the time be- 
cause folks at home are not praying. And there are other tremendous responsibilities, 
that the church at home has for the church abroad. May God speak to us all, utof 
last summer’s experiences, concerning 


Our Home Responsibilities to the Mission Field : 


As a reader of The Sunday School Times 
you are to have the benefit of all this; 
but what about that friend of yours who 
is a ‘‘not-yet’’ subsc. Yer? Isn't this 


Our ‘‘Get Acquainted ’’ Offer 
10 weeks for 25 cents 





The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


For the 25 cents enclosed please send The Sunday 
School Times for 10 weeks to 


your opportunity to ac.uaint him with 
The Sunday School Times? A ‘Get 
Acquainted ’’ subscription, -—10 weeks for 
25 cents, —will include the earlier articles 
in this series. Will you invest 25 cents to 
acquaint a friend with The Sunday School 
Times—and this remarkable series ? 
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‘The Tokyo Convention 


By Charlies Gallaudet Trumbull 


~ 











This article concludes the series of news ac- 
counts of the World’s Sunday School Conven- 
tion held in Tokyo, Japan, last October, the 
series having begun in The Sunday School 
Times of November 20. The spiritual sig- 
nificance of the conventien has been consid- 
ered editorially in the issues of December 4 
and il; and a concluding editorial in this 
week's issue deals with the same, subject. 


NE of the most touching incidents of the en- 
tire convention Petcane | when- Dr. Frank L. 
Brown, the World’s Sunday School General 
Secretary, told of a Japanese boy who, badiy crippled, 
was one time crawling along the roadside when he 
heard music. He crawled into the building from 
which the music came, and found that it was a Chris- 
tian Sunday-school. Becoming very much inter- 
ested, he took home some of the literature that was 
iven out. His open confession and baptism as a 
hristian believer followed. Then he started,a Sun- 
day-school in his own home. Not content with this, 
he started another Sunday-school, and another, and 


another. To-day he is superintendent of three Sun- 


day-schools, said Dr. Brown. 

As the speaker stepped to one side, the young Sun- 
day-school superintendent himself, Mr. Iwakiri, was 
carried to the front of the convention platform by 
friends. It was a blessed demonstration of the op- 
portunity and mission of the Christian Sunday-school 
in heathen lands. 


A Scriptural word was given one morning in a 
convention: address, to offset the mistaken idea that 
the convention was letting the non-Christian Jap- 
anese infer—that is, that there is no vital, eternal 
difference between Christianity and the non-Christian 
religions of Japan. The speaker discussed the ques- 
tion, “What is it to be a Christian?”, and pointed out 
that Japan was in danger of accepting Christianity 
as a system, instead of Christ as a Saviour. 
Said he: “Christ is the life of the individual Chris- 
tian. He is not the life of all men, but only of those 
who have received him as Saviour. For ‘God hath 
ev to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son, 

e that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life’ (1 John 5:11, 12). 
Those who have not received and believed Jesus as 
Saviour are not alive, but ‘dead in trespasses and 
sins’ (Eph. 2:1); they are lost, ‘having no hope, awd 
without God in the world’ (Eph, 2:12); and their 
end, God says, is not eternal life but eternal death; 
for ‘whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire.’ ‘This is the 
second death’ (Rev. 20:14, 15). But, ‘God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life’ (John 3: 16).” 

The same speaker touched upon the three tenses of our 
salvation in Christ, — past, present, and future. “The 
past: we were saved from the penalty of sin, or hell, 
the moment we first received Jesus as Saviour. The 
future: we shall be saved from the possibility of sin- 
ning when, at the second coming of our Lord, we are 
given our resurrection bodies and ‘shall be like him; 


.for we shall see him as he is’ (1 John 3:2). The 
present: we are kept from sinning as we trust the 


‘finished work and never finished working’ of our 
Saviour, and keep his command to reckon ourselves 
‘dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord’ (Rom. 6: 11).” 

That reference to our Lord’s return. was almost 
the only mention of this precious teaching of the 
New Testament during the entire convention. In- 
stead of the great incentive given by our Lord and 
the Holy Spirit, to “live soberly and righteously and 
godly in this present world; looking for the blessed 
hope and appearing of the glor of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ’ (Titus 2:12, 13), there 


‘ was the unscriptural and therefore futile “hope,” con- 


stantly expressed, of doing for this world and civil- 
ization what God has plainly told us Christ alone 
can do when he returns. 

Thus one speaker said: “You and I have made a 
mess of civilization, and the new humanity can never 
be built up with such as you and I. To make a 
new world we must have children fresh and un+ 
spoiled from the hand of God.” That is a beautiful 
sentiment, but only man-made sentiment so far. as 
any hope for this world is concerned. Christ’s teach- 
ings about the children and the church and his com- 
ing give to the children their right and blessed place, 
but He never makes of them the bringers-in of the 
millennium. So such a plea as the following, even 
from true- hearted Christian speakers, only. hindered 
rather than helped the Gospel message to the Jap- 
anese: “I plead that we give God more room in the 
life of the ‘child, that we keep in the corner and 
let God have His way with, him. He may startle us 
some time. We think we know it all about theology 
and doctrine, but the time is coming when God will 
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take fresh children, the young people, and make a 
new church and a new theology.” What a setting 
aside this is of our Lord’s word after Peter’s great 
confession, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God,” that upon that rock He would build His 
church,—not upon a foundation of children (Matt. 
16: 16-18) ; and we know that all “new theology” is 
irrevocably forbidden by the Holy Spirit who tells 
us that in the Word of God as we now have it is 
“the faith which was once for all delivered unto. the 
saints” (Jude 3). ; 

Another convention addres that sounded a needed 
note was that by Dr. S. S. Waltz, of Chicago, Exec- 
utive Secretary of the Lutheran Brotherhood, on 
“The Bible as a Record of God’s Revelation of Him- 
self.” Dr. Waltz told of the different ways in which 
God has recorded himself, in creation, in history, and 
the like,-and th@h went on to show that those reve- 
lations of God can never satisfy the longings of the 
human heart, but this has been done only in God’s 
unique revelation of himself in the Bible, The speaker 
gave a clear testimony to the substitutionary atone 
ment of the death of Christ. “In the Bible is the 
record of God’s own method of dealing with sin and 
salvation. ,.. One, only one in God’s universe, was 
found able and willing for the mighty task —his 
only Son Jesus Christ. He came to earth as per- 
fect man and perfect God. ... By his humiliation 
and his death he made full atonement for the sinner’s 
sin and thus satisfied the broken law of God. This 
is God’s record in the Bible concerning his attitude 
to sin and his plan of saving the sinner. All that 
was lost to man by sin was redeemed and given him 
again through the meritorious life and death of his 
only Son, God so loved the world.’” 

he speaker who, for sheer eloquence of the high- 
est order, rose head and shoulders above every other 
speaker ip the convention was Dr. W. C. Poole, of 
London, successor of Dr. F.-B, Meyer as pastor of 
Christ Church. It was a rare experience -to listen 
to Dr. Poole’s sustained flights of eloquence. One 
might not agree with what he was saying; one -re- 
gretted that the strong, true things he said were off- 
set by his emphasis, at other times,,on the modern 
superficial, and humanitarian, and “world brother- 
hood” gemphases of the church of to-day. But his 
eloquefice mate | failed; and his testimony often rang 
true in memorable ways. For example, speaking o 
the claim that there are sbmetimes seen instances. of 
hilanthropy and benevolence outside of Christian- 
ity, he said: “I grant it. But. when you see a rain- 
bow in a muddy pool, you do not give the surround- 
ings the credit for the rainbow, but you look up to 
the sun in the heavens above. And so when we see 
such beauties in heathenism, we give thanks for the 
reflection of the rays from the risen Sun of right- 
eousness.” 

Another ringing word of Dr. Poole’s is worth put- 
ting down in one’s notebook on teachings for the 
Victorious Life in Christ. “Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the fir tree. Thank God for some of 
the uncompromising statements in the Bible. ‘In- 
stead of’ means ‘instead of’ and nothing else. If we 
have a bad temper it doesn’t mean that we shall trim 
it down into a kind of respectable moroseness. IJn- 
stead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree.” 


7 


The President of the House of Peers, Prince To- 
kugawa, appeared on the convention platform one 
morning, and was welcomed by the delegates risin 
to greet him. Speaking of his high appreciation o 
the honor done to Jress in the convention coming 
there, he turned and addressed the President of the 
convention, Justice Maclaren. He handed the Jus- 
tice a gavel and small sounding board, saying: “It 

s me great pleasure, Sir, to present to you this 
gavel. It is made of old oak, a fitting symbol, it 
seems to me, of the endurance and strength of Truth. 
Kindly accept it and use it as a token of our appre- 
ciation of the coming of this great*international con- 
vention to our Empire and to our city.” 


The Social Entertainments 

The social attentions showered by the Japanese 
officially upon the convention were simply overwhelm- 
ing. No World’s Sunday School Convention has 
ever been so entertained before. The City of Tokyo 
gave a welcoming reception to all the delegates, in 
an afternoon entertainment and supper in Hibiya 
Park. The meal was an elaborate one, and fault- 
lessly served, which was no small. achievement con- 
sidering the fact that there were perhaps a thousand 
persons who partook of it. The Mayor presided. 

There occurred, in this connection, one of the 
“little”. things which are not little but large, in. a 
regrettable and needless avoiding of Christian testi- 
mony in that heathen land: that is dying for the lack 
of the Gospel of the only true Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Before eating, speeches were made; and then as the 
time for the supper came delegates were saying to 
one another, “I wish some one would say grace.” One 
of the officers of the convention arose and said, “Be- 
fore we eat, let us give three bamzais [cheers] for the 
Mayor.” It was done, Yet, without any offense from 
the standpoint of courtesy or tactfulness, how easy 
it would have been for some one to have explained to 
the Mayor and the non-Christian Japanese that it 
is the custom of Christians to offer thanks to God 
before partaking of a meal, and then to have had 
a simple word of “grace before meat.” In such ways 
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as this the convention repeatedly seemed to go out 
of its way to avoid Christian testimony, 

_ Another day every foreign delegate who wished 
it was presented with a free railroad pass to Kama- 
kura and return, one of Japan’s jmost famous his- 


torical places not far from Tokyo. A special train , 


was run, and the entire town took upon itself the 
elaborate entertaining of the many who went. A 
gift was presented to each delegate, and special cour- 
tesies were extended. At Kamakura is the massive 
bronze statue of Buddha, known as the “Daibutsu,” 
cast in 1252 A, D. It stands some a in height 
and is ninety-eight feet in circumference. There 
are forty Buddhist and nineteen Shinto temples here; 
and the approach to the most celebrated of these is 
arched by three great stone torii, the Shinto gateways. 
It is this emblem of Shintoism which, as will be re- 
called from the editorial in last week’s issue of The 
Sunday School Times, was- made the official badge of 
the World’s Sunday School Convehtion. 

Another elaborate social affair was the great out- 
door reception given by Yokohama, forty minutes by 
train from Tokyo, to some twelve hundred Sunday- 
school delegates and other invited guests. The Gov- 
ernor of the Prefecture and the Mayor of Yokohama 
received the guests. .In welcoming the .delegates 
Mayor Kubota said: “You have come to Tokyo to 
hold your fraternal convention, and there you. have 
been meeting for the deliberation of many important 
problems of the religious education of childhood and 








Said at the Convention 


A cablegram received by the Rev. John W. Ham, 
pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle at Atlanta, Georgia, 
announced that the Sunday-school attendance at the 
Tabernacle the previous Sunday was 3,560, which 
made the Sunday-school the largest in the South. 


“When Dombey took his son to the boarding school 
the headmaster said, looking down at the little fel- 
low, ‘We shall soon make him into a man’; and you 
remember the answer of the little lad: ‘Please, sir 
I would rather be a boy.’ And when Dickens told 
that story he put into literature the most pathetic 
and profound appeal against the custom of short- 
circuiting childhood into maturity.” 


“The Bible class should be a Bible class. There 
is a strong tendency in some places to use the men’s 


Ny 


adult Bible classes to work reform and _ political. 


propaganda, which is absolutely foreign to the object. 


or the pernese. of the Sunday-school, The Sunday-— 
i 


school is different from all other religious agencies. 
It stands for Bible study—and it should not be 
robbed Of agy of its time for that purpose.” 


“T traveled along the banks of the Marne,” said 
Miss Slattery, “and we passed miles and hours of 
crosses, of enemy graves, of the graves of Francé 
and England, and the white crosses of the Americans, 
After a time in a town my chauffeur took mé to a 
place where I saw a little instrument, and I learned 
that by this little object, which was perfected just 
before the war ended, the people in that town could 
tell by its tick whether or not the airplane which 
approached carried enemy or Allied airmen. I 
looked at that little object of metal and mechanism, 
and I thought in my soul, ‘Men can make that, and 
yet they cannot make a society in which they can live 
together as brothers.’” 


“When Tom Paine came back from Europe, sit- 
ting in a hotel on Broadway, New York, he said: 
‘In five years from now there will not be a Bible in 
America. I have gone through the Bible with an 
axe and cut down all its trees; they are no longer 
timber but lumber, to be put with all other lumber 
on the shelf. The Bible is a tissue of absurdities and 
falsehoods, which I will expose to the ridicule of 
the world.’ This brilliant, but deluded American was 
not only a poor but a false prophet. Now seven- 
tenths of the population of the world have Bibles 
in their own language. A century ago only one-fifth 
of the population of the world had the Bible in their 
own language. Each year nearly 20,000,000 of Prot- 
estant Bibles and portions are published, in 500 lan- 
guages and dialects.” 7 


“We say to the child in the church and Stnday- 
school: ‘Look at us, be like us; become as we are.’ 
But remember what Jesus said to us grown ups: 
‘Except ye become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.’ Once upon a time there 
was a father who found his boy in his spare moments 
writing little bits of poetry, rhymes, and he thought 
that must be a thing of the devil, and so he urged 
the lad to quit that dangerous-occupation. Finding 
that his advice was not being followed, one day, 
catching the boy redhanded in this devilish occupa- 
tion, he flogged him, and the boy said, 

‘Oh, father, pray thy flogging stay, 
I'll rhyme no more after this day.’ 


‘But I am glad that boy did not stop writing rhymes, 
because one day he became Isaac Watts, and wrote, 
‘When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride.’” 
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and of the teaching of international religious 


And again, the Japanese Patrons’ Association 


chiefly of non-Christians) entertained some two 

ousand guests, delegates and others, at a great re- 
ception in the Imperial Theater on the next to the 

afternoon of the convention. The decorations 

were remarkable, and another delicious meal was 
served. Baron: Sakatani, one of the Vice-Presidents 
of the Patrons’ Association, said at this reception: 
“Iam not a Christian yet, but thinking most frankl 
and impartially I do not hesitate in the least to call 
your religion the world religion... One great and 
fundamental cause which most strongly contributes 
to the realization of the world’s perpetual peace which 
we all expect and are most eagerly looking forward 
to, is the unity of moral and religious sentiment 
among the whole people of the earth. To attain this 
unity we must have one common world religion which 
is believed in all parts of the world in more or less 
degree.” It was at this reception that Viscount Shi- 
busawa explained why he, a follower of Confucius, 
was interested in the Sunday School Convention; 
first, he said, because of its international character 
and its harmony with the aims and ideals of the Jap- 
anese nation; and second, because of its spiritual sig- 
nificance, because “I want the young people. of my 
country to have strong religious faith, whatever 
creed it may be.” 
The Tragedy in China 3 

It was in tragic contrast with all this elaborate 
social life and substantial meals that, only four days’ 
travel from there, many millions of a sister nation, 
the Chinese, were either dying or doomed to death by 
starvation ;.and the World’s Sunday School Conven- 
tion was in danger of doing nothing to help the 
stricken famine sufferers. Vigorous protest and ap< 
peal by some of the delegates repalesd in a few min- 
utes being allotted to a missionary from China to 
make an appeal at the convention's mae 6éssion, 
and an offering was received that night. mething 
over 3,500 yen (1,750) was given. touching inci- 
dent of this offering was the fact that dne of the 
women missionaries in Japan, who, as a friend of 
hers told the writer, had worn her best dress for the 
last six years, and her second-best dress for the last 
seventeen years, had we ip been sent by her son 
in America one hundred dollars to do with just as 
she pleased: And she pleased to give half of that, or 
one hundred yen, to the famine sufferers in China, 
If there are any readers of The Sunday School Times 
who have not yet sent their os or the stricke 
millions, they may forward any gift, large or small, 
to The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, and it will be sent promptly to China. 

’ There was told from the platform of the conven- 
tion that night a heartbreaking story of a Chinese 
father who was watching his loved ones slowly starve 
to death with him. One day he sold their half- 
starved cow, about the last thing they had, and with 
the money he purchased enough for an abundant meal, 
Coming back to his home he called his wife and 
children together and told them they were to sit down 
with him to a.real dinner. They exclaimed in amaze- 
ment; but the father had the meal prepared, . and 
they all partook of it with him. He had poisoned 
the food, and together they died. 


An invaluable feature of the corivention was the 
great Exhibit, housed in the Y. M. C. A. building, 
of Sunday-school books and other material and equip- 
ment gathered from the ends of the earth, The work 
of preparation in America went forward under the 
direction of Mr. Allan Sutherland, of Philadelphia, 
and more than twenty freight boxes, with scores of 
mail packages, brought the supplies to Japan. There 
a committee under the direction of Mr. Ht E. Cole- 
man mounted and arranged the Exhibit itself. Thou- 
sands visited and profited by this concrete demon- 
stration of “ways of working” in the Sunday-school. 
Along with the Christian Exhibit was a section show- 
ing materials and literature used by Buddhists in 
their Sunday-school work. 


A most important change in the administration 
of the World’s Sunday-school work came about 
through the urgent request of the British Section of 
the World’s Sunday School Association that the 
American Section should now take over the entire 
work, thus making possible greater unity of execu- 
tive direction, while the British Séction should serve 
as a British Auxiliary Committee, acting as a con- 
sulting body. in respect to questions affecting parts 
of the world in which Great Britain is specially in- 
terested, and in readiness to accept such duties as may 
be delegated to it, and in co-operating in plans for 
World’s Conventions, and in taking such action in 
Great Britain as may promote the Sunday-school 
movement. This new plan was unanimously adopted 
by the convention; and it now makes the world head- 
Yer the offices of the World’s Sunday School 

ssociation in Metropolitan Tower, New York City. 

The newly elected President of the World’s Sun- 
day School Association is Mr. John Wanamaker, of 
Philadelphia ; the Treasurer, Mr. Paul Sturtevant, of 
New York; Chairman of the Executive Committee, 
Mr. James W. Kinnear, of Pittsburgh; Dr. Frank 
L. Brown was re-elected as General Secretary. 


PariapetpHia, 



































ie amen SA ta, 


* 
Le oN 
ee 


eo 


Lesson for January 2 
Matthew 18 : 1-14 
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When the Senior Made a Bibliography 


‘A denominational library’s effect 


By a College Professor 





few weeks before this article is being written. It 
took place between two college boys, one an out- 
and-out Christian who a few years ago was a farm boy, 
who led the crowd on Saturday nights, _and who 
could out-drink and out-fight them,all. His mother, 
a beautiful Christian woman, ditd when he was a 
boy. He dropped into a meeting in a country church 
one Saturday night to see what was going on, and 
ssibly with a thought of breaking up the meeting. 
it was the first night of a series of meetings, and 
the evangelist came to him at the close, ‘shook his 
hand and, after learning his name, told him he had 
known his mother. Just before passing on to meet 
others present he asked, “Are you a Christian? 
The young man was confused and almost ashamed, 
but finally admitted that he wasn’t. The man of 
God said to him, “You ought to be a Christian.” 
Within a few days he had given his life to God, 
and within a few months he had not only given up 
strong drink, tobacco, and profanity, something he 
had tried time and time again to do in his own 
strength, but had decided to get a high school and 
college education and spend his life in helping others 
to.find their. way .to ly This young man has 
gone over his conversion many times since, and has 
concluded that it was not so much the sermons or 
the prayers of the preacher that caused his con- 
version, but that-it was the memory of the Gospel 
songs his mother used to. sing, and the Scripture 
verses. she. often quoted. 
do. not know that. the. roommate was. ever .con- 
verted, although he is pastor of a charge at this 
time. .To him as to his. teacher, conversion,.is not 
necessary. The essential things are to be .a mem- 
ber of a church and to live a morally good .life. 
Probably one of the cleverest things Satan ever does 
is to get a preacher to stand up before his congre- 
gation and deny that there is a Satan. : 

A former student, well-known to both, had just re- 
turned, from France, and had told how he had met 
the brother of the first of these two young men. 
He and the brother were in the same American 
camp in- France, At a Y. M. C. A. meeting, they 
were next to each other in a line to sign up for 
work in a Bible class. One saw the other write his 
name, and afterwards, asking where his home was, 
learned he was from the same state, and that his 
brother was a college chum. They were botle Chris- 
tian men, and became very close friends. - One of 
the two college men had just told the other of this 
unusual meeting when the following conversation 
took place: : 

“This seems to be a good example of ‘all things 
working together for those that love the Lord.’” 

“Yes, perhaps, but if your brother had not met 
. he probably would have met some one else, 
and an even greater friendship would have resulted.” 

“But,” replied the first. student, “these two men 
being thrown together in France was but one chance 
in a million. You ought to give God the credit for 
this.” 

“As I see it, this was just a matter of chance, 
and God didn’t have anything to do about it. The 
consolation which you get from this is as far-fetched 
as that of many a mother who has sent her son to 
France; In the case of one mother, suppose the son 
went ‘over the top’ in France and came back home 
safe and sound. Her consolation is that God watched 
over her son and finally restored him to her. In the 
case of another mother, an only son is killed in his 
first battle, and his body lies somewhere in France. 
This mother’s consolation is that he was a Chris- 
tian, and consequently he was saved.” 

“Well,” the first student replied, “my mother died 
when I was fourteen, and it is a great consolation to 
me now that her early death led me to be a Chris- 
tian.” 

“Then you are glad your mother died. Don’t you 
think it is very selfish for you to be glad your mother 
died so that you might be saved?” 

The first student answered, “I do not rejoice in 
her ‘death, but I do rejoice that through her early 
death I was led to Christ and was saved.” 

“Our great mission is to help our fellow-men and 
not become sélfish.” 

“Do you think it selfish to take the time to win a 
soul to the kingdom ?” 

“Yes, I do think so.” 

At another time the first student said to his room- 
mate, “After all, life is a mystery, isn’t it?” 


| tex ve quote a conversation which took place a 





“I don’t see that there is any mystery about it.” 

“Just why are you in college preparing for the 
ministry, rather than being an ignorant country boy 
tomas. the plow?” 

“Oh, there is no mystery about it. It is just the 
result of nature.” 

“Is it just due to chance that I am also here pre- 

ring to preach when a few years ago I was an 
infidel full of booze, tobacco, and profanity?” 
: The young rationalist replied, “Yes, I am sure it 
i ? 


This poung man was in one of my classes in science, 
and I found him sincere in his convictions and will- 
ing to talk on religious questions at any time. He, 
like every student that had any knowledge on the 
subject, believed in the spontaneous generation of 
life and that man and the higher animals all sprang 
from the same simple form of life. Do not tell me 
there is no Satan. I have seen him too many times 
aiding these students of rationalism in framing ir- 
rational and often unreasoning arguments to disprove 
“the Word.” I found that these students had no 
idea as to who are infidels among the writers of 
education,. history, philosophy, and science. Neither 
could they discriminate between the real 
fictitious in science. 

I began to wonder what kind of books and who 
the writers are from which these young men and 
women study and prepafe themselves for Christian 
work. I suggested to a senior who was specializing 
in Bible that he make a bibliography of the most 
important writers and books, in the preparation -for 
the Christian ministry. After making out the list 
from his bibliographies and books in the library I 

him arrange the authors in alphabetical order, 
the kind of position held by the author, his denom- 
ination, and his most important writings. After 
having this list of over a hundred names typewritten, 
I sent it to a very dear friend who is a minister 
and one of the great Bible teachers of the country, 
requesting him to send me a critical estimate of 
each writer separately, and of the list as a whole. He 
put down his estimate in writing on those whom he 
knew, and sent the list on to a friend of his in the 
East who is 2 prominent teacher in a Bible school. 
Here, the list was passed among the various special- 
ists of the school, who wrote their estimates oppo- 
site the remaining names and books. My friend 
writes me that “some big men — real scholarly, Chris- 
tian leaders” —\commented on these writers and their 
production, 

Opposite the name of one of the most widely read 
and popular religious writers during and since the 
war are these comments, “Thin and thoughtless; all 
rhetoric.” Another popular writer’ during the past 
few years is called, “a most pernicious and aggres- 
sive socialist.” The editor of a prominent maga- 
zine is said to have a “very hurtful influence.” And 
so the list goes. There are, according to these 
Christian scholars, a few “safe and sane” writers, 
but on the whole they are “unsafe,” “radical,” “ra- 
tionalistic,” “higher critical,” “naturalistic,” “infi- 
del,” “untrustworthy,” and “as bad as can be.” 
That the reader may get some idea of the nature of 
the books in the library of an up-to-date and grow- 
ing denominational college, I shall give verbatim 
the estimates on the whole list as furnished by my 
friend the pastor, and by the man in charge of the 
Eastern Bible school. 

“It contains comparatively few of the best books 
written by evangelical scholars; it contains a large 
number of books representing the higher critical or 
anti-evangelical position; a considerable number of 
the books are very mediocre and inferior. On the 
whole, it is a bad list, which will do more to undér- 
mine than to confirm faith in the Bible. 

“IT am returning to you the list which you sent 
to me with the request for an opinion with regard to 
it. I have given you my own opinion of some of the 
books, and have consulted with five of the profes- 
sors regarding books in their particular fields. They 
all agree that it is a bad list —a list which represents 
the liberal and anti-evangelical viewpoint, and which 
does no measure of justice to the conservative and 
evangelical position. Certainly an evangelical Chris- 
tian cannot regard a course of Bible study conducted 
along the lines indicated by this list as anything but 
dangerous. If I had a son, I would rather have him 
take no course at all in Bible at college than run 
the risk of having his faith destroyed by such teach- 
ing. If the object of this course is to keep men 
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out of the ministry, a number of the books men- 
tioned are admirably suited to accomplish that re- 
sult. A book like ———’s “Religion of Israel” is 
about as subversive of, and contrary to, the teach- 
ings of the Bible as you will often find. He is, as 
you know, a Unitarian, and this is a good book for 
the pone of Unitarians, skeptics, and agnostics. ... 
“I am fully prepared to back up this statement: 
it represents in general a viewpoint which is de- 
structive of the very fundamentals of the Christian 
faith and should not be adopted by “any college over 
which our church has any influence or control.” 


This man of God may have written better than 
he knew when he intimated that such a course of 
study would keep men out of rather than prepare 
them for the ministry. Two illustrations of this 
have come to my notice. The young man who pre- 
pared the list of books and authors intended at the 
beginning of his senior year to go into the ministry. 
Near the end of the year he told me he had given 
this up. Of course, this decision of his is well, not 
not only for himself, but for those who might have 
come under the influence of his teachings. 

A few years ago a young man in this part of 
the state married into a splendid Christian family. 
He soon felt himself called to the ministry, which 
greatly pleased not only the young wife but her fam- 
ily as well. Both husband and wife entered col- 
lege and specialized in the Bible studies. The hus- 
band acted ag supply preacher while in college, and 
his wife often helped him in writing his sermons. In 
due time he finished his college work, and became 
the pastor of a church. A friend of mine told me 
the last chapter of the story the other day. This 
friend had become the pastor of the wife’s parents, 
and when he called at the Christian home he found 
only the mother and the little granddaughter at 
home. In talking with the little girl, the pastor to 
his astonishment found that her mother had for- 
bidden her to read the Bible. He thought that her 
father was still preaching, and so he asked the grand- 

about the father and his work. Through her 
tears, this old lady told him that due to,the teachings 
at College he had lost his faith, and that he 
had not only given up the ministry, but that both he 
and his wite fad ceased to pray, read their Bibles, 
or go to church. And with a great sorrow in lhgr 
heart she managed to tell her pastor how these false 
teachings had ruined and disgraced her home. The 
son-in-law had become a traveling man and gradually 
cigarettes and liquor had gotten the best of him, and 
finally the climax came in the separation from his 
wife. 











The Victorious Life 























Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


How Twenty-seven Girls Found Victory 


Ar year four girls representing the high school 
Y. W. C. A. of a city in northern Illinois at- 
tended a Victorious Life Conference at Cedar Lake. 
During that week the Spirit of God took possession 
of those girls’ lives. They prayed that the follow- 
ing year more girls of their city might go, and meet 
Christ as he is. When they returned home, their 
desire was strengthened because they realized that 
they had had a transforming experience which their 
school friends had not enjoyed, —that they had met 
Jesus and had received victory from his hands. But, 
if more girls were to go the following year, it would 
be necessary to get more money to help pay each 
girl’s expenses while there. Plans were discussed 
and a “Sandwich Day” was decided upon. One day 
of each week the club sold sandwiches to the high 
school students after school. The zeal that was put 
into their work plainly showed the purpose behind it. 
Were there fruits from such prayers and work? 
This year twenty-seven girls from that same city 
spent eight glorious days at the Victorious Life con- 
ference. Fifteen of the twenty-seven were high school 
girls, and the remainder were college and business 
girls who still had a keen interest in the club. The 
“Sandwich Day” earnings were so large that only 
a portion of them was needed for the expenses. 

And further, the conference brought to a close the 
most successful year that the club had thus far ex- 
perienced, and opened the doors for even a more suc- 
cessful year to come. If God can do so much through 
the consecrated lives of so few girls of last year, 
what is to be expected when his channels have been 
multiplied ? 

3efore the girls started for the conference, diffi- 
culties in regard to transportation and various other 
arrangements arose. As suddenly as prayer can 
change things, all obstacles disappeared, and God 
took charge of the arrangements. How did it hap- 
pen? It is quickly answered. The people in the 
morning prayer services during the week prior to the 
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Victorious Life Conference, August 21 ‘to 28, were. 


upholding 


these girls in their prayers, «~God knew 


that these girls needed victory. *-. their» lives, and 
he was feel to providacnanwais of taking them where 


they might grt + 


Many ~0! these girls had never attended a confer- 


ers before, and consequently did not know what 


was to be expected, en the very atmosphere of 
a place is filled with the exaltation of Christ in all 
things, even the unfamiliar feel that it is he him- 
self whom they are to expect. It was prayer that 
gave to each one of those- girls the spirit of that 
conference from the very moment they entered the 
grounds. Could it be any other than the Christ 
who could open the vestibule of each girl’s heart as 
she came in contact with those Spirit-filled people 
who were there? 

Some one may ask, “And what happened to this 
group of girls?” The far-reaching results of that 
conference in regard to these girls may never be fully 
known. God does such wondrous things that it is 
hard to estimate what the results may be. The girls 
themselves know that something has happened, ae | 
can feel it; and yet the feeling is very natural. 
bond has ‘been tightened, a bond that is ever bring- 
ing them into communication with God, a bond that 
makes Christ living and real, a bond that brings 
Christ into his own. These girls found that free 
conversation with their friends concerning God is 
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or 
-* 
at 


tot unnatural, and cohversacion with him is aecteeary, 


oe the ie ae Ee aad of aS: wale 
ought by consecta w ~ gir 
planted them in tkeir souls. talked wis one 


another and with God concerning all things that they 
had heard during the day, Soon their difheult prob- 
lems were solved, and their lives were cleared of 
all the accumulation of unnecessary things. Some 
were reached through the speakers, others were 
reached by girl friends. Girls who heretofore had 
thought themselves unequal to personal work found 
that it is Christ who does the work for them.if they 
will but ask him. Of the fifteen ag School 
Club girls all accennee the Victorious Life, as well 
as the remainder of the group. Several made definite 
decisions as to their life work, but all found that 
it is through Christ wow f that victory comes. How 
quickly self disappeared, and how God was given 
his rightful praise! Never before had those girls 
known what it meant tc trust God; to take God into 
every plan that they make; to let him lead and not 
piange blindly alone; to keep in constant touch with 
im while doing the tasks of every day, They have 
humbly and simply swept their old lives away to 
make room for Christ in all his glory. They know 
that in themselves they are able to do nothing, except 
as he fills them with power. Christ has been given 
entire control of the club, and to him will belong 


all the honor and glory, 
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When I Began Arabic at 63! 


How a mission study class sent an English 
business man to the Moslems 
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Cato learned Greek at eighty. J. H. Smeeton is still studying Arabic at seventy-one. The Roman 
statesman doubtless wished to enjoy the classics of Greece in the original tongue. The veteran 
missionary is animated in his study by the motive of giving the Gospel to the Moslems: This 
systematizer of Bible study and missionary intercessor says in the Foreword to his ‘‘Once a Year”’ 
plan for yearly reading the Bible through: ‘‘I have found that this consecutive reading has a special 
value of its own, in that it not only gives a familiarity with the contents of the entire Bible, but also 
enables us to reglize the progressive teaching of the various books, and their relationship one with 


another, and leads us to recognize the divine authorship which. has secured to ys in a.completed form >~ >: --~> 


a full and sufficient revelation: of'God’s will and purposes concetning ws," *"* ~” 


to pray to use the calendar and the map of the 

world in missionary intercession, God has raised 
up a man of our day, and an old man at that, and given 
him a wonderful vision for systematizing prayer for 
world evangelization. He ‘gave this servant of his, 
as he yielded to the call, a special field for his own 
service, and then a world-encircling plan for putting 
method into missionary praying. Surely the cry of 
the muezzin in the minaret never thrilled a Moham- 
medan populace as this call from the missionary 
watch ‘tower to-day is thrilling the hearts~of God’s 
children whose ears have caught it. And. who can 
doubt that God has yet a wider ministry through 
J. H. Smeeton, of Algeria, for impelling His people 
to pray the thrusting forth prayer, and for- blessing 
both the laborers already prayed out into the white 
harvest fields, and those yet to be thrust forth? 

Called from a responsible position in what is now 
the largest bank in the world to the foreign mission 
field at the age when most men are retiring from all 
active service is the unusual experience of Mr. 
Smeeton, formerly of England, now of Algiers. The 
Lord’s dealing with this servant of his is perhaps 
best told in his own words, written in a personal 
testimony. to a friend in this country: 

“In 1906, at fifty-seven years of age, I was obliged 
to leave business for some months with an attack 
of rheumatoid arthritis and to face the fact that my 
active life might be closing and a period of com- 
parative helplessness be before me. I was an 
elder in the church and an active worker, but in 
my review of life, failure, inefficiency, and an ab- 
sorption in business and .matters of secondary im- 
portance, gave me a sense of a wasted life. 

“In 1907 I joined a mission study class, and my 
heart and mind were for the first time gripped with 
the first and only work of the church, namely to 
evangelize the world, I was restored to health and 
went back to my church and life, a ‘missionary’ but 
seemingly too late for the fighting line. I could only 
enlist for the baggage department, and I gave my- 
self unreservedly to God for what he could do with 


Te ROUSE the people of Ged who krow' how 


e. 
“His first work was the great detachment, when 
with barely two weeks’ notice He called my dear 
wife Home and left me with a broken life and the 
uestion, ‘What is to be done with the remnant?’ 
With the separation of the earthly tie and the closer 
knitting of the spiritual realities came an increase 
of missionary vision, and a call, through the Rev. 
C. Inwood, at Keswick, to aspire to the pilgrim 
Levite life instead of making a home nest for my 
remaining days. - 
“The year 1908 brought me to Algeria for_a holi- 
day and to get into personal touch with missionaries 
on the field, for better equipment for service at the 


home base. In 1910 came another holiday visit.to Al- 
geria, visiting centers of the work. It 1911 the en- 
grossing power of busiiiess seemed to cripple oppor- 


‘tunities and powér for missionary. activities, and I 


was led to face. the question, —~ ‘Was. I willing to 
retire ori a small pension, just enough for my per- 
sonal néeds, that my remnant of life might be con- 
centrated on the “one thing” ?’ 

“By the grace of God I was led to esteem the 
greater riches of business life of smaller value than 
the golden opportunity of a freed life, and to send 
in an application for an early retirement, which 
was at once granted by the good hand of my God. 
Then when the whole was put on the altar — family, 
money, and my own plan of life—the answer from 
heaven came in a call to come out to this perhaps 
the hardest part of the battlefield, and be a. ‘stand- 
by’ if nothing else, to give a cup of cold water to the 
seers A soldiers who had been for twenty-five yéars 
attacking the Moslem stronghold. 

“While my age and health would prevent any so- 
ciety from being justified in putting me on their staff, 
the Lord himself is making my pension sufficient not 
only for my own needs but alse those of my sister, 
whom He has graciously sent from New Zealand to 
join me. And I renee that the Philistines have been 
driven off the little bit of the ‘lentil field’ that re- 
mains. Praise the Lord! [Mr. Smeeton’s sister 
died of smallpox in the spring of 1918.] 

“I had to face two languages, F:ench and Arabic. 
The former I am getting hold of; the latter seems 
to baffle me. As our work is only among the Arab 
Moslems, I am face to face with the impossible. The 
only doors open to me are the doors of love and 
prayer. I have one hundred names of Arab men, 
women, mags, and. girls, perhaps half of them I know 
by sight. know something about all of them, and 
am seeking prayer-friends for them.” 

“God has just opened another door for me,” Mr. 

Smeeton writes in a later letter, “in sending us three 
blind beggars whom we are teaching to read Braille 
Arabic, and also to make baskets to earn their living. 
I have begun to put the Gospel of John into Braille 
for them. Pray that I may have satience and per- 
severance.” 
_ Mr. Smeeton’s ever increasing missionary interest 
ig not confined to Algiers, and the whole wide world 
is embraced in his prayers in a very definite way. 
With his own hands fs has prepared, for his own use 
and for a few of his friends, a booklet covering the 
world in a “Once a Week” prayer plan, made very 
real and vivid by maps of the various countries, 
where the true missionary intercessor may mark the 
stations for which he is especially praying. Blank 
pages between the maps are to be filled in with the 
names of missionaries, converts, and other subjects 
for daily intercession. 
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Mr. Smeeton also 
will faithfully assume the burden of. prayer, 
nal from time to iving detailed information 
regarding the facts an 
the causes for thanksgiving of Mission 
Band. This Journal, illustrated with sketches by a 
mission artist, is prepared by Miss I. Lilias Trotter, 
the consecrated leader of the Algiers Mission Ban 
a work which in itself is remarkable and worthy o 
wide and prayerful interest. 

Band, of perhaps some twenty missionaries, 
began its work among Moslems in 1888, and carries 
on a wide and varied ministry, bringing men, women, 
and children to a saving knowledge of 
bringing light and joy into darkened hearts and homes. 
The headquarters of this work is 2 Rue du Croissant, 
Algiers, North Africa. 

» But perhaps Mr. Smeeton’s most far-reaching min- 
istry has been through his “Once a Year” p of 
daily Bible reading. Of the beginning of this work 
he writes: “Twenty years ago I began to form the 
lan of reading my Bible through consecutively at 
east once a year. It has proved such an inspiration 
and blessing that I have long desired to publish my 
plan in booklet form, and this I have been enabled to 
do. It has met with a most hearty welcome, and 
God is showing me how he is using it, and that he is 
my partner in it.” 
ter he writes: “I have just received copies of 
the first translation into the vernacular languages of 
India, and also an application for its translation into 
the Telugu language; for all of which I ask you to 
join me in praising God for his Ce ge working.” 

his plan has also been published in French. e 
author has received many letters warmly commend- 
ing the plan, from some of the foremost spiritual 
leaders of ig including the-late Lord Bishop of 
Durham, the Dean of Canterbury, Dr. J. W. Thirtle, 
the Rev. Dinsdale T. Young, and others. 

Until very recently this booklet, which has already 
been blessed to nearly fifty thousand homes, was-pub- 
lished in England and was not 7 to secure; but 
it is now for the first time published in America, by 
The Sunday School Times Company. “Once a Year” is 
a consecutive Daily Bible Reading Plan as a help to in- 
telligent study of the whole Bible during each year, 
with Supplement for Children’s Reading and Family 
Worship, and a daily key-verse for memorizing. It is 


~- an attractive little booklet of forty pages, with good _ 
“ ‘paper cover, on thin paper, and suitablé:-to' be: kept in 


the Bible, itself... A key-thought or key-word ,is.given, 


to each of the -books of the Bible, and ‘the- ‘natural: 
division# 'ér ‘themes of: the whole ‘story’ 6f: the’ ’Bible* 


are also given, ‘as, for instance; in ‘thé*Old Testa- 
ment, “Life of Abraham,” “Life of Isaac,” and so on; 
and in the New Testament, too, there is a helpful 

Taking the book :of 
Galatians, as an example, the key-word-is Faith, and 


‘the themes or divisions are: Introduction, Authority 


of Paul, Declaration of the Gospel, Paul’s Appeal, and 
Conclusion. 

For each day ift\the year there is assigned -a- cer- 
tain portion to be a usually two to four chap- 
ters, and the entire Book is covered in just one year. 
While many would prefer to begin with the first chap- 
ter of Genesis on the first day of January, yet so 
attractively is the plan arranged that one could with 
equal pleasure and profit begin the daily reading 
at any time throughout the year. Of peculiar in- 
terest is the brief characterization of the contents of 
the chapters or portions of chapters, which in itself 
constitutes a most valuable and helpful aid to Bible 
study, opening up the treasures of the Word. Thou- 
sands who have followed this plan for some years 
find it full of rich spiritual blessing, and it is hoped 
that thousands more will make its acquaintance in the 
coming year. The plan is a perennial one, and can be 
used from year to year. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, 25 cents; $2.50 a dozen.) 
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When Faith Responds to Miracle 


pace morning when we rise we ought to tell 
ourselves, God is able. From what failures 
we should be held back, with what peace we should 
be garrisoned, to what heights of knowledge and 
character we should rise, what influence we should 
wield if we simply lei him win his triumphs in us 
and through us! It was not we who emancipated 
ourselves at the outset. It is not we who guard and 
who perfect ourselves afterwards. If it bégan in 
miracle, it travels on and is consummated in miracle 
as transcendent and rich. . . . Faith is the response 
on our side to miracle on God’s side. When he does 
something which is matchlessly ‘beyond our attain- 
ment, we answer him—we can do nothing else — 
with an unquestioning trust.—From_“Out of the 
Desert 2 Gift,” by Dr. Alexander Smellie; to be 
had from The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, at $1.25. 


ve 


A hymn-book that contains the cream of our great- 
est hymn writers — Stebbins, Gabriel, Sankey, and 
others —is Victorious Life Hymns, published by The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at 60 cents a copy, or $55 a hundred. 
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Lesson for January 2 
Matthew 18 : 1-14 
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LESSON I. JANUARY 2 


Matthew 18: I-14 


Golden Text.—Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.—Matthew 18: 4 


. THE CHILD AND THE KINGDOM 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


66 N THE naked lands of central and southeastern 
Europe three and a half million innocent chil- 
dren are to-day threatened with death from 

starvation, cold, and disease.” This is a statement in 
the Literary Digest, of December 4, 1920, which 
is engaged in a campaign to raise the $23,000,000 
needful to save their lives. Twenty million are stary- 
ing in China, the majority of them doubtless chil- 
dren. “The 110,000 orphans who are now being cared 
for by the Near East Relief,” said President Wilson 
in. his recent appeal for contributions for Turk- 
threatened Armenia, “and edge dependent upon it 
for all the necessities of life, will furnish the future 
leadership of the Near East. We dare not let them 
perish now.” 

What a time this is for hearing the Lord’s word 
(v. 14), “It is not the will of your Father .. . that 
one of these little ones should perish.” And then, 
too, there is another world-wide famine —a famine 
of soul for the Word of God. There are to-day 
on earth one thousand million people who have no 
knowledge of the Gospel. Is not this a good reason 
for having a “One-Minute Mission Talk” in The 
Sunday School Times regularly? 


Our Background Material 


As the three chapters between the last lesson and 
this one contain the very heart of the Gospel, the 
brief’ but comprehensive analysis of them by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas in his study of the Connection should 
be given to the class in a running comment of four 
or five minutes. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The Lord Jesus’ mind was filled with thoughts of 
his forthcoming supreme act of humiliation in his 
atoning death — God going to the cross (Matt. 16: 
21-25; 17:22, 23). “At the same time” (v. 1) the 
disciples are thinking of their own greatness. There 
they sit around in a circle, frowning, casting envious 
eyes at one another, and finally blurting out their self- 
ish question. 

By way of answer our Lord beckoned a little child 
from his play near by, and “set him in the midst of 
them” (v. 2). “That the child came at his call, and 
was willingly placed where Jesus wished#is evi- 
dence of a sweetness of manner on the part of our 
Lord,” said C. H. Spurgeon, in his comment on this 
passage in “The Gospel of the Kingdom,” a deeply 
spiritual interpretation of Matthew (Fleming H. 
Revell Company, New York, $1.50). 

Perhaps a Tone of the disciples on the part 
of the child was the reason the Lord “took him in 
his arms,” as Mark adds, 

The Lord needed children. His unflagging inter- 
est in children is commented on by Mrs, Askew (2). 
That child was the center of this wonderful sermon, 
which has thrilled fifty-eight genegations of men. How 
to organize the lesson teachifig around that little 
central figure is pointed out by Dr. Ellis (see W.s0 
Dr. Thomas, I, 1; Round Table, 1). 

What Christianity has done for childhood is one 
of the great evidences that it is the true and only 
religion. Do you think that our Lord’s own child- 
hood experiences helped him in forming his wonder- 
ful estimate of childhood? (Mrs. Askew, 1.) How 
childhood has been and should be a special concern 
to those who wish to follow Christ is shown by Dr. 
Thomas (III, 5), and the danger of underestimating 
the value, and of failing to visualize the opportunity, 
of children in the membership of the church is tell- 
ingly warned against by Mr. Howard in the Plat- 
form. The superintendent may well quote to the school, 
from “After the Lesson,” that sentence about the 
burned down candles. (See also the Cartoon; Mrs. 
Askew, 5; Dr. Thomas, III, 4.) 

In the kingdom man finds his life by losing it. He 
ascends by descending (v. 4; Round-Table, 4). The 
thought of the Lord passes on from the quarrel 
among his disciples to the care of his little ones, “the 
young in faith.” Christ has gone away. If he were 
on earth how we would seek to have him partake of 
our hospitality. Well, there’s a way (v. 5). But, on 
the other hand, there is a way to reject him, too. “A 
millstone turned by an ass” (and so larger than the 
ordinary millstone) is the literal translation in verse 
6 (Mr. Ridgway, 2). What about the professor in 
the college who teaches some boy or girl out of a 
Christian home that the Genesis account of creation 


ing : Psalm 24 : 1-6. 
ial : Mark 9: 33-50; Luke g : 46-48 ; 17: 1, 2. 
n. 


Devotional 
i Topi Care for 
Fiery Teri : Goffe Matt. 18 : 10-14. 


Memory Verse : The Lord is my shepherd—Psalm 23 : 1. 


sor Topic : God’ 
Peettaavon Matera Alatess8 to 3 19: 13-15. 
emory Verse : Matt. 6: 
i Topic : Reeponsibility for the Younger 


Topics for Young People and Adults: Our Responsibility for Child- 
Lesson Material ; Matt. 18 ; I-14; 19 : 13-15. 











In that hour came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who 
then is ‘greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And he 
called to him a little child, and set him in the midst of 
them, 3 and said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye turn, 
and become as little children, ye shall in no wise enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same is the ‘great- 
est in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoso shall receive 
one such little child in my name receiveth me: 6 but whoso 
shall cause one of these little ones that believe on me 
to stumble, it is profitable for him that “a great millstone 
should be hanged about his neck, and that he should be 
sunk in the depth of the sea. 

7 Woe unto the world because of occasions of stumbling! 
for it must needs be that the occasions come; but woe 
to that man through whom the occasion cometh! & And 
if thy hand or thy foot causeth thee to stumble, cut it 
off, and cast it from thee: it is good for thee to enter 
into life maimed or halt,“*rather than having two hands or 
two feet to be cast into the eternal fire. 9 And if thine 
eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck it out, and cast it 
from thee: it is good for thee to enter into life with one 
eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into the “hell 
of fire. 10 See that ye despise not one of these little ones: 
for I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father who is in heaven.‘ 12 How 
think ye? if any man have a hundred sheep, and one of 
them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and 
nine, and go unto the mountains, and seek that which goeth 
astray? 13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto 
you, he rejoiceth over it more than over the ninety and 
nine which have not gone astray. 14 Even so it is not "the 
will of ‘your Father who is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish 


1Gr. greater. Gr. a millstone turned by an ass. °Gr. 
Gehenna of fire. ‘Many authorities, some ancient, in- 
sert verse 11, For the Son of man came to save that 
which was lost. See Luke 19:10. ®Gr. a thing willed 
before your Father. °Some ancient authorities read my. 
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is unscientific and inaccurate; or the theologian who 
writes books that unhinge the student from the faith 
once for all delivered unto the saints? (See the arti- 
cle on page 733, entitled “When the Senior Made a 
Bibliography,” and compare Mrs. Askew, 3.) 

From offenses that hinder the faith of Christ’s 
little ones the sermon enlarges to offenses in general 
—to all those things which hinder the spiritual life 
(vs. 7-9; Dr. Thomas, I, 2; Mr. Ridgway, 3). 

After this digresston in verses 7-9, our Lord re- 
turns to the theme of his love for his little ones. 
They have friends in heaven, their guardian angels, 
who have access to the very throne of God itself (v. 
10). If men do not care, Po angels do; and better 
still, the Son of man cares—and he came to earth 


-to save them ‘(vs. 11-14; Dr. Thomas, I, 3; Round- 


Table, 4). 
’ Thousands have been won to Christ by the story of 


_the Lost. Sheep; both in sermon and in song. “The 


Ninety- and Nine” was to the Moody and Sankey 
evangelistic campaigns what “The Glory Song” was 
to the Torrey-Alexander and Chapman-Alexander 
campaigns of a later day. The amazing story of 
how the tune was given by the Spirit direct to Sankey 
in a great meeting in Edinburgh after addresses 
by Moody and Bonar on the Good Shepherd, is told 
in “My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns,” 
by the late Ira D. Sankey (to be had from The. Sun- 
day’ School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Stfcst, 
Philadelphia, $2). Mr. Sankey improvised the mel- 
ody from a newspaper clipping. The sister of the 
deceased author, Elizabeth fol Ciephane, of Melrose, 
Scotland, was present in the congregation, “from 
which a great sigh seemed to go up” at the conclusion, 
while Moody, in tears, asked, “Where did you get 
that hymn? I never heard the like of it in my life.” 
A new version of the Ninety and Nine, “free in 
the Lord for a distribution,” may be had 
from the Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago. 


The Truth that Is Gelden 


While the disciples were thinking of “greatness,” 
Jesus was thinking of “goodness.” Humility is 
the very root of all goodness, and a child, with its 
unaffectedness, its trustfulness, its truthfulness, its 





lack of self-seeking, is the model for humility. The 
child is as yet in its innocence far removed from 
that which caused Lucifer’s fall, and led our first 
rents into sin that became inbred in mankind, and 
brought death into the world. When Moody preached 
in tears to that hall full of infidels in London on 
the Prodigal Son, and with wonderful results — that 
was Christ setting a child in the midst. He is still 
setting children in the midst. Are we letting Him 
set us in the midst —or have we ourselves in hand, 
managing Our own movements in self-will and spir- 
itual ambition? In order to enter the kingdom at all, 
and then to be great in it in God’s sight, we must 
be as the little child (Dr. Thomas, in The Heart of 
the Lesson). 
Teaching Points 


_A men’s Bible class had an interesting discus- 
sion ey as to “Why God allowed 3,500,000 
children in Europe to be in danger of starvation.” 
The teacher thought that it was sin that caused this 
suffering — men’s forgetfulness of God and neglect 
of his Word — that had caused the red horse of war 
and the black horse of famine to stalk through the 
land. Quote to the class that fine, meaning-fraught 
sentence of Dr. Ellis in his second paragraph — the 
comment on the meaning of the word “perish.” 

A man who had lost his mother was recently re- 
calling Bishop Vincent’s statement that “A man is 
always a boy as long as his mother is living,” but 
even that loss need not keep one from remaining 
young in the kingdom; and to such, Dr. Smellie says 
under his second point, “Grace surrounds us with 
more matchless wonders than nature does.” 

There is quite a difference between being childish 
and childlike, and it is indicated_by Dr. Smellie (1). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Have you a sermonette within the sermon for the 
ge every Sunday, Doctor? Compare Round- 
able, 3. 


‘Do you keep in mind that the best you can do in 
the adult class is to help parents to appreciate the 
—— in their children, Teacher? (Round-Table, 


What is “receiving” a little child? (v. 5; Mrs. As- 
kew, 3.) 
PHILADELPHIA. 


+ 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ THE PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and import- 
ant truth whenever possible. 











obey Master in reply to the question who is great- 
est in the kingdom of heaven sets a little child 
in the midst and makes him a type not only of those 
who are greatest in His kingdom, but as well of 
those who get into it at all. e then continues his 
teaching, with .the little child not so much as an 
illustration for the teaching, but rather as the sub- 
ject of his teaching. To have noticed the little child 
at all marks him off from other noted teachers who 
lived before him, but to have given, as he did, such 
sy place to the child in his own regard was to 
influence all after-time in its attitude toward chil- 
dren. What stronger condemnation is it possible to 
pass. upon those who cause the little ones to stumble? 
And is it not. true that, to those of us who teach, our 
pupils of whatever age should be to us_as little ones 
over whose steps we watch with care? 

A noted football coach not long ago said that a 
coach “has it in his power to make or break, for 
all time, the character of the young men under him.” 
Can we think that the fearful responsibility for lit- 
tle ones “who believe on me” is limited to the kinder- 

arten grades? But the Great Teacher with the 
ittle child before him utters a great concern lest it 
should be caused to stumble, or be despised or — 
perish. For there is that terrible word whose pos- 
sibility, because God is true, lurks even near the su- 
preme beneficence of John 3:16. Surely the Master’s 
concern in view of what to him was a fearful reality 
affronting the very will of God, should find some 
echo in the hearts of those who watch over his little 
ones. To receive either little children, or those of 
childlike spirit, in his name, and to rejoice in their 
salvation, can but be the joy of those who labor 
in his spirit. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 










The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Between the last lesson and this are 
nearly three chapters, which are so important as to 
constitute the heart of the Gospel. call for 
careful study if the a and plan of Matthew 
are to be understood. fter the miracles (14: 14- 
6) the attack on Christ was renewed (15: 1-20), but 

e continued his beneficent work (15: 21-39), though 
the hostility grew still deeper cant octane At this 
point, however, a change was made, and as the dis- 
ciples were ag tee J ready, Christ chiefly gave at- 
tention to them henceforward and revealed deep truths 
about himself, his Church, and the future (16: 13-20). 
From this time onwards, though the multitudes were 
met and taught from time to time, Christ’s main_con- 
sideration was the training of the Twelve. Fresh 
revelations (16: 21-27) were followed by the Trans- 
figuration v 28 to 17:13), which revealed as never 
before the Lord’s glory, in spite of what he had said 
about the cross. hen followed the miracle at the 
foot of the mountain (17: 14-21) and another period 
of special training and preparation of the apostles 
(17: 22 to 18: 35), the lessons being chiefly concerned 
with humility, as the supreme requirement of true 
discipleship. 


L. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The True Spirit (vs. 1-6). When the disciples 
asked who was “greatest in the kingdom of heaven,” 
Christ called a child and used him as an object-les- 
son of the true spirit necessary to enter (v. 3), and 
also to become the greatest (v. 4) in the kingdom. 
Not only so, but even the reception of a little child 
and the avoidance of any hindrance to such a little 
one would prove more than anything else the gen- 
uineness of the true follower of Christ. (1) 

The Vital Principle (vs. 7-9). From this Christ went 
on to show the danger of causing trouble to others 
(v. 7), and the necessity of dealing faithfully with 
sin in the life, even though it involved the most im- 
lige and precious element (vs. 8,9). This shows 

ow the disciples were to hate sin, and thus prevent 
their lives from hindering others. (2) 


The Great Duty (vs, 10-14). Again Christ refers 
to the children, and urges his disciples to avoid any- 
thing that would despise small things. They were 
so concerned with the thought of an earthly kingdom 
full of glory and honor that they were forgetting 
the spiritual aspect of their Master’s life and work. 
Even one sheep out of a hundred was to be sought, 
because it is not God’s will that a single little child 
should be lost (v. 14). Thus with the child as an 
object lesson, Christ taught his disciples what true 
greatness really meant. (3) 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 24: 1-6. (1) The claim, 
verses I, 2; (2) the question, verse 3; £3) the an- 
swer, verse 4; (4) the result, verse 5; (5) the de- 
scription, verse 6. 

Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, Philadelphia, $2.25). Other books to be used 
with each lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of 
Christ,” by Vollmer jFiening H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50, net); “The Gospel of the Kingdom,” 
by. C. Hf. ed See (Revell, $1.50) 5 “The Student’s 

istorical Geography of the Holy Land,” by W. W. 
Smith (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 
$1.50) 5 Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, 

hiladelphia, $3). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


ll. Additional Material for Teachers 

Mark 9:33-50; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 17:1, 2. 

I, Mark 9:33-50.. An important parallel with ad- 
ditional points to be thoroughly studied: (1) The 
dispute, verses 33, 34; (2) the object-lesson, verses 
35-37; (3) the narrowness, verse 38; (4) the rebuke, 
verses 39-42; (5) the warning, verses 43-50. 

2. Luke 9: 46-48. Luke’s version of the lesson on 
humility. 

3. Luke 17:1, 2. Luke’s reference to the importance 
of avoiding causes of stumbling. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Responsibility for the 
Younger and Weaker. The New Testament continu- 
ally teaches the necessity and importance of think- 
ing of others, especially those who are weaker in 
the faith. In particular, the Apostle Paul distin- 
guishes between —s and weak brethren, and calls 
upon the former-to love in such a way that they 
will not hinder, but on the contrary help the latter 

Rom, 14:1 to 15:3). In the same way he teaches 

lat those who are overtaken by sin are to be dealt 
with kindly, tenderly, sympathetically, and with a def- 
inite purpose of spiritual restoration (Gal.6:1,2). (4) 

2. Young People and Adults: Our Responsibility 
for Childhood. All through the ages of the Chris- 
tian era children have been a special care in connection 
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with churches, and the way in which orphanages and 
other institutions, educational and philanthropic, for 
children, have been carried on shows that our Lord’s 
teaching about children has been thoroughly under- 
stood and carefully observed. Whether as parents, 
or guardians, or as Christians in general, childhood 
should be a special concern to those who wish to fol- 
low Christ. This is the teaching of the present pas- 
sage, and also that in 19: 13-15. Four commands in 
this connection ate to be observed: (1) Despise not 
(Matt. 18:10); (2) hinder not (Matt. 19:14); (3) 
provoke not (Eph, 6:4; Col. 3:21); (4) offend 
not (Matt. 18:6). (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The one fhoneht of the disciples at this time was 
“greatness,” while the chief or supreme thought in 

rist’s mind was “goodness,” which he illustrates 
by a child, 

1. Entering the Kingdom (v. ?. We are to turn 
and become as little children if we are to get into 
the kingdom. This means the renunciation of sin and 

ride, and the attitude of teachableness and _ trust- 

ulness, 

_ 2. Great in the Kingdom (v. 4). This is an addi- 
tional lesson. We are to humble ourselves (v. 4), 
and we are to do humble service (vs. 5, 6, 10 is 
means simplicity and sincerity, because love always 
stoops to do the best possible things for othere, 

Thus we haye the two stages in connection with 
the kingdom: first, entering into it, and then becom- 
ing grost in it, The spirit of the child is the way 

or both. 


V. Leading Questions ' 
Why should the disciples have so often discussed 
“greatness”? 


What two things about the kingdom did Christ 
illustrate by a child? i 


What is the meaning of the first part of verse 


-6? How is such a thing possible? 


_ What is the idea underlying the thought of angels 
in relation to childhood? (v. 10.) 


How is a child illustrated by a sheep? 

What things in relation to children are we warned 
against? 

PHILADELPHIA. - 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


é¢ HAVE found it of untold value to give from the plat- 

form a minute’s talk on missions every Sunday in 

the four Sunday-schools of which I am privileged to 
be superintendent. Each Sunday-school is well represented 
in the foreign field, and hundreds of dollars have gone to 
missions from this comparatively poor country district. 
The next ten years will, I believe, see many splendid young 
lives go out to the ends of the earth, for numbers have 
already. expressed their eagerness to answer God’s call 
as soon as they are old enough. Of course prayer must 
be made continually that they may not be side-tracked.” 

This is an extract from a letter from Miss Homer-Dixon, 
forwarding the first of her “One-Minute Mission Talks,” 
which are to be a feature of the lesson helps in The Sunday 
School Times for 1921. That the blessing of God will rest 
upon these “Talks,” wherever they are adopted, in helping 
to answer the prayer our Lord commanded for thrusting 
forth laborers, is the sincere conviction of the Editor of 
the Times as he returns from his six-months’ tour of Japan, 
Korea, and China, witha new vision of the appalling needs 
of the undermanned fields. Will not every superintendent 
prayerfully consider giving these talks or having them 
given from the platform in his Sunday-school? 

Miss Homer-Dixon volunteered for China under the China 
Inland Mission, but being withheld in the providence of 
God, has realized that God wanted her here at home, to 
use her own words, to “manufacture missionaries.” She 
is a missionary enthusiast. Her leaflet entitled “The White 
Wedge,” illustrated by a most impressive representation 
in white and black of the proportion of native converts 
in comparison to the heathen world, may be had free by 
applying to her at her home, “The Homewood,” Niagara 
Falls, Canada. 


HRISTIANITY alone exalts childhood. Heath- 

enism debases it. How long will our ears be deaf 
to the cry of the thousands of girl babies thrown 
out to die each year in China? Child-murder 
is not a crime there, but considered rather 
estimable. And India’s child-widows have waited 
dreary ages in dumb agony for the missionaries who 
never came: to-day in India there are twenty-five 
milffon widows under ten years of age, accordin 
to British Government statistics, Christ came an 
died.to save them (v. 14). But they do not know 
it, The missionary must “leave,” “go,” and “seek.” 
Christ did. Will you? If his Spirit is dome 
inating your life, his purpose will be yours and he 
will reproduce the life story of the Chief Shepherd 
in each undershepherd (Acts .20: 28; 1 Peter 2:25, 
thinking of John 21: 16, 17). 


Nracara Fatts, Can. 
we 


The 1921 list of Sunday-school topics, Bible selec- 
tions, and Golden Texts is at your service, and may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphia, at ro cents a copy. 
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Not Childish but Childlike 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


IR Siwney Corvin writes of Robert Louis Steven- 
son that he was child, boy, young man, and 
J old man, all in one, and at the same time. The 
child did not die out in him, but lived on, not in 
memory simply but in literal and constant experi- 
ence. pon ge, like this is what Christ requires 
of his le. They are never to utter the com- 
plaint of Augustine, “My childhood is dead.” On 
the contrary, their childhood, in the best sense of the 
word, is to live on, varie » ineradicable, and 
vivid. Except ye become as little.children, the Lord 
declares, with one of his emphatic “Verilys,” ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom. of heaven. 


It is a word of Paul’s about himself, When I be- 
came a man, I put away childish things, There are 
features of childhood, therefore, which it is incum- 
bent upon us to forego and abandon. (1) 

One of them is the lighthearted gayety, the unfet- 
tered a og sre which marks the ing years 
of life. No shades of the prisonhouse shut the chil- 
dren in. They have their sorrows, but, like the 
showers of April, these give place quickly to the 
gladness of the sun. Theirs is a happy carelessness, 
which shoulders few burdens and laughs at anxieties. 
But Christ’s little ones cannot be so thoughtless. 
They have their “soul to keep.” They have their 
neighbor to consider, that they may provoke him to 
love and to good works. They have a world which 
lies in the wicked one to mourn over and to pray for. 
They may not be just so buoyant and carefree as 
the children. 

But, on the other hand, we are liberated from 
many of the child’s limitations. George Herbert 
sings of the fences, with which God begirds us round 
when we are young. “Parents first season us, then 
schoolmasters deliver us to laws; these send us bound 
to rules of reason.” It would be a fatal mistake to 
think that the Christian can ever dispense with those 
ordinances and restraints of his Lord; to the last, 
he is led captive by them, and for him their chains 
are chains of gold. But, when he ‘becomes a man in 
Christ Jesus, he moves in a large room. There is 
no sense of bondage. He loves his Master, and, as 
the Latin father puts it, he does what he likes. The 
children’s barriers and boundaries are felt no longer. 

And what is-crude, green, and immature in child- 
hood should be gone from the sons and daughters 
of God. There is room always for growth in-knowl- 
edge, in grace, and in activity ; we shall “die learning,” 
as the inscription on John Richard Green’s gravestone 
tells us he did. But the members of Christ’s house- 
hold, taught and empowered by his Spirit, have 
reached certitude in truth, and holiness in character, 
and a ripe and winning fruitfulness of life. They 
have parted with the immaturities of the children. 


Not childish any more — no, but childlike, now and 
continually. Whosoever shall humble himself as a 
little child, the Lord said, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven, (2) 

We look into the child’s face. It is meek, modest, 
unpretentious. Any braggart pride, any haughty and 
sustained arrogance, is far from him: He is teach- 
able, ready and eager to learn, willing to be guided 
where to go. This, too, is the face of Christ’s fol- 
lower and disciple. 

We take note of the child’s hand. It lies in im- 
plicit trust in the stronger, wiser, surer hand of the 
father. He dares not advance alone. He leans on 
one who knows the way better than himself. This 
is the Christian’s hand, this his disposition. His new 
life begins in faith, progresses in faith, is perfected 
in faith. He trusts, and is not afraid. 

We enter the child’s imagination. It is the abode 
of wonder. He lives in a magical universe, a realm 
of mystery and marvel. “The corn was orient and 
immortal wheat. The gates were the end of the 
world. The trees, when I saw them first, transported 
and ravished me.” But grace surrounds us with more 
matchless wonders than nature does, and the child of 
God travels from one astonishment to another. 

We are admitted to the child’s heart. Love reigns 
there. Iciness and frigidity, the cold and critical 
temper, the bint age | and disparaging word — these 
are the acquisitions of a later day, which had better 
not be learned at all. And in the family of God love 
is the vital breath and native air — love which mounts 
upward, and journeys outward, and counts all things 
loss, and never fails, 

To the latest of our days, when we are gray- 
headed and old, we are to be childlike after this 
heavenly fashion. f 


The Lord has more to say. He bids us be not only 
childlike, but actual friends and helpers of the chil- 
dren: Take heed, he commands, that ye despise not 
one of these little ones. (3) 

Christ’s anger burns with a hot. flame against any 
positive wrong done to a child, or to the man or 
woman of child-soul. Few sterner sentences crossed 
his lips than that which denounces him who causes 
His little ones to stumble. So we should recoif with 
absolute repugnance’ and horror from the bare idea 
of instilling error by our teaching into young and re- 
ceptive minds, or of setting an evil example in life 





Lesson for January 2 
Matthew 18: 1-14 i 


and conduct before those who copy us 
so swiftly and-so instinctively. $ is 
the crime of crimes in the Saviour’s eyes, 
and he is certain that for it no punish- 
ment can be too severe. 

But with most of us the danger is 
different. It is that of mere forget- 
f and neglect. We fail to rever- 
ence the children as we.ought. We es- 
‘teem common the souls whom Christ 
counts inc precious and sacred. 
We lose sight of those infinite possibil- 
‘ities which are wrapped up in youn 
hearts and lives. That schoolmaster o 
Reformation days who. was in the habit 
_ of lifting his hat to his boys, because 
he had the vision of what they might be- 
come in the future, is a pattern to us. 
On this first Sunday of the new year, 
let us realize more fully ever the 
sanctity of our task in being permitted 
to train the children; let us kneel and 
pry, before we go to our classes; and 
et it be our desire and purpose and pas- 
sionate entreaty, as it is the will of our 
Father who is in heaven, that not one 
of these little ones should perish, 


CaRLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
ye 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
. By William H. Ridgway 


Our Sailor Boys.—Except ye .. . be- 
come as little children (v. 3). I was at 
e Island Navy Yard the other day 
talking to the sailor boys. I found 
that most of them came from inland 
states, and had never before seen big 
water. A seafaring man has just tol 
me these Western fellows make better 
sailor apprentices than many an Eastern 
boy raised by salt water. “Why?” I 
asked. “Because they come to the job 
with open. minds, and they do exactly 
as they are told and taught. They don't 
know it all,” replied the sailor man. 
That is to say, they become as little 
children in the’ matter of seamanship. 
Jesus is here saying that if you want 
to sail the sea of life and make your 
port you must approach the business 
ust like these farmer boys from Iowa, 
ebraska, and other prairie states. You 
will note that the man in town who 
knocks religion is usually the “intellec- 
tual man,” “the professor.”. He knows 
it all and quotes authorities, well, 
guess so! very once in a while he 
wastes a postage stamp on me 
Bsr gr to you out.” And I just laugh 
—and don’t talk back. For remember, 
it is just as Jesus said, A man’s head 
alone never gets him very far in re- 
ligion — nor in anything else. It is the 
heart coupled with the head. And the 
heart left to itself never grows old and 
out of the child class. Every man of 
us likes to spin a top, and every wo- 
man of us likes a doll. And; give us a 
chance, we will revert in a minute from 
dignified seniors to frolicsome fresh- 
men. That is why the old folks like 
the “Talks to the Children.” Jesus says 
the open, trusting child spirit is the 
essence of the heavenlies (Matt. 11:25; 
1 Cor. 1:19, 27). (1) 

School Marms.—Whoso shall cause 
one of these little ones ... to stumble 
(v. 6). The way the old Midway boys 
used to fill the twenty-five cent con- 
tract of getting rid of the chicken-kill- 
ing cat was to tie a weight around its 
neck and bury it in the dam. That was 
a legal way of getting rid of certain 
folks in Christ’s day. And Jesus says 
that sort of thing would be better for 
ou than to have you ruin a “little one.” 

ometimes you “boil” at the white slaver. 
the bad booker, the perverter, the mind 
poisoner, and> the whole Satanic sales 
department; but don’t you worry. 
Heaven has them all spotted, tagged, 
and provided for, as you see. The most 
important work in town is the care 
of the children. The hope of our 
land is in the schoolmarm — both secu- 
lar and Sunday-school. Take off your 
hat to that patient and long-suffering 
bunch over there in the Primary, who 
without money and without price are 
doing the part of mother, nurse, and 
teacher to the little folks crowded 
around them. Take off your hat to 
those’ women over: theré in the Public 
Schools, who for less pay than the cheap- 
est day laborers in the mills are mold- 
ing America’s chief asset into intelligent 


to. 
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and righteous citizens. Children have- 
a way of be men and women. 
The Coatesville schools are nearly op- 
ite my home. . It is sometimes start- 
fing to see the youngsters I have been 
meeting day by day turn into fine young 
men and beautiful young women almost 
overnight. Woe betide the fellow (talk. 
ing to you, professor) who does any- 
thing to “upset” a single one of that 
ushing, pulling, shoving, shouting, hi- 
rious, and aaghy, High School crowd 
(Matt. 7:15, 23). (2) 

Hearts.—/f thy hand or thy foot 
causeth thee to stumble, cut it off (v. 8). 
Many folks have one little pet sin that, 
like Mary’s little lamb and Uncle Ras- 
tus’ yaller dawg, keeps follerin’ erlong 
ever’where ya go. any of us—oh, 
well, what’s the use of writing them 
all out since you know we are! Jesus 
has just one word for us, “Cut it off,” 
Or as we say in these days, “Cut it out!” 
It is not the criminal’s hand that forges 
the check. It is not the slanderer’s 
mouth that murders the reputation, It 
is not the sport’s feet that carry him 
to the tenderloin. It is not the sensual- 
ist’s eye that lures to the red light. The 
“bad one” is a “bad one” as long as the 
same old heart can beat, hands or no 
hands, tongue or no tongue, feet or no 
feet, eyes of no eyes. Jesus was putting 
his truth in charming phrase and im- 
ot metaphor. ou can slap the 

aby’s hands, wash out Ted’s mouth 
with soap, hide his shoes, and take all 
the other time-tried domestic precau- 
tions, but no one ever gets very far 
in such measures until he begins to 
dig in toward the heart, the center of 
the “doing-things” system. Once again 
I want-to advise you fellows to read 
the autobiography of Benjamin Frank- 
lin and examine his elaborate system 
of chopping off and cutting out. He 
confesses it was a dismal failure. All cut- 
ting off and cutting out must be—done 
on the inside, and the sword of the 
Spirit is a finé tool to do it with (Prov. 
4:23; 23:7). (3) 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illugtrations, of from 75 to 158 words 


are th 6 accep 
Peco as aoa 
Gakinn’ Veet tent epectoliy docteed, cod yan 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations en the Golden Text. 

Receiving a New Boy.—And he called 
to him a little child (v. 2). Everybody 
here, certainly every father and mother, 
can see the halo that rests upon that 
little child. I think everybody ought 
to see the halo resting upon a young 
boy, despite his mischief, and sometimes 
because of it. That is a great word of 
Arnold of Rugby. He says: “Whenever 
I find that I can receive a new boy into 
my school without emotion, I shall know 
that it is time to be off.”—From the Rec- 
ord of Christian Work. Sent by Mary 
E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (1) 

“Keep A-lookin’ Up!’—And he 
called to him a little child and set him in 
the midst (v. 2). Miss Margaret Slattery 
told us that one day she was walking 
along the street when she heard a little 
voice say: “Hello, Miss Slattery.” She 
looked around, but saw no one. Again 
the little voice. She looked everywhere, 
but still saw no one. Then the little 
voice said, “Keep a-lookin’ up, Miss Slat- 
tery.” She said, “I looked up, and up, 
and up, and finally saw her way up 
in a tenement house, and when I found 
her she said, ‘You didn’t see me, Miss 
Slattery, because you didn’t look high 
enough.’” Jesus took the little chil- 
dren up into his arms, and name us 
not to look down-for them any longer. 
—From the Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, 
London, Eng. (2) 

Dr. Jowett’s Use of Tin Whistles.— 
See that ye despise not one of these little 





ones (v. =). When Dr. Jowett was in 
Newcastle he inaugurated a children’s 
a in connection 4 me. a 

t the ming service four boys slyly 
blew thelr. tin whistles in the rear wt 
the gallery. The youngsters were brought 
before the preacher in the vestry, where 
they expected a severe vapeinenad: Much 
to their astonishment, Dr. Jowett asked, 
“Can't you play better than that on tin 
whistles?” And before they could gather 
their wits together to know how to an- 
swer, he added, “I must._ask Mrs. Jowett 
to teach you to play properly.” She 
undertook to teach them, and in a few 
weeks’ time these same lads gave a tin 
whistle quartette at the children’s service, 
Mrs, Jowett accompanying them on the 
piano. Thus they were won and used 
and no better helpers could be found 
‘than these boys became.—Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. (3) 


the Stray Sheep.— Doth he not 
leave the ninety and nine .. . and seek 
that which goeth astray? (v. 12.) An 
American bishop related the following: 
“A youth belonging to a Bible class 
thought fit to discontinue his attendance, 
The clas§ assembled, but his place was 
empty, and the leader looked for the 
familiar face in vain. He could not be 
content to conduct the Bible reading as 
usual, ignorant as to the condition and 
whereabouts of the missing one, 
‘Friends,’ said he, ‘read, sing, and pray; 
my work is to seek and find a stray 
sheep,’ and he started off on the quest. 
The stray sheep is before you,” said the 
bishop to his hearers, “my teacher found 
me, and I could not resist his pleading. 
I could not continue to wander and stray 
while I was sought so tenderly.”—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
J. A, Clark, Leicester, Eng. (4) 


Why He Didn’t Find It.—Whosoever 
iharetave shall humble himself (Golden 
Text). “I remember once in Leeds, 
England, I was staying with some 
friends en route to London, and that 
night we heard an infidel (I never once 
came across an infidel, by the way, in 
the firing line of France. Either they 
had not the courage to go, or else their 
infidelity died as they came near the fir- 
ing line). However, this man stood up, 
and speaking in nasal twang (he was a 
Cockney from London), he said: ‘Talk 
about your Bible. I have read my Bible 
through thirteen times looking for eter- 
nal life and I ain’t found it yet, and I 
don’t want to find it.’ And somebod 
in the crowd, imitating his voice, said, 
‘And that’s why you didn’t find it’”— 
From a sermon by Gipsy Pat Smith. Sent 
7 W.J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 

he prize for this week is awarded to 
this allustration. (5) 


What the Gift Meant.—Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven (Golden Text). 
A little girl of nine years of age, who 
was my pupil for some time, became 
converted, and to show me how true 
her salvation was she gave me, when 
leaving, a little packet, and in it were 
two buttons; a white and a black one. 
Looking at the buttons I said, “Why, 
Martha, what is the meaning of these 
buttons?” “Why, don’t you know 
teacher? The black one is like I used 
to be before I was converted, and the 
white one is how Jesus has made me 
now, washed in his precious blood, and 
T belong to his og eg, Sem ersonal ex- 
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perience. Sent Laura J. Bomford, 
Georgetown, Kentucky. 
the 


Reading Suggestions ‘on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of January 16, “Our All for 

the Kingdom” (Matt. 109 : 16-30), will be 
found useful. 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
(American Baptist Publication Society, Phil- 
adelphia, $2.25), and Spurgeon (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50, net) are very 





helpful. Other books to be used with each 
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lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of Christ,” 
by Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50, net), and Davis’ Bible Dictionary 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $3). 


II. Here is a beautiful opportunity to em- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 


As a little Cita’ 
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¥. 
Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Follow a little child through the day and 
try to discover what Jesus meant when he 
said, “As this little child.” Jesus teaches 
big lessons with little things, profound truth 
with simple things. 

Jetts are even simpler than usual this 
week, to let your pupils’ thoughts down to 
the very simple details and limited range of 
a little child’s life as it develops through the 
normal way to larger things. First, up with 
the new day, dependent from the very start 
upon mother’s aid; being led to food, ac- 
cepting without question what is given; then 
off to school (being sent and helped off); 
back in the afternoon; friendly with a dog; 
and, at the end of the day, prayer at mother’s 
knee and to bed again. Simple, trusting 
life, unquestioning obedience, easily touched 
sympathies, and all the time growing, grow- 
ing great. “He that would be greatest” must 
move in the opposite direction from self-asser« 
tion, self-seeking, self-exaltation. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Between the last lesson and this are 
nearly three chapters, which are so important as to 
constitute the heart of the Gospel. They call for 
careful study if the purpose and plan of Matthew 
are to be understood. fter the miracles (14: 14- 
7) the attack on Christ was renewed (15: 1-20), but 

e continued his beneficent work (15: 21-39), though 
the hostility grew still deeper (16: 1-12), At this 
point, however, a change was made, and as the dis- 
ciples were —— ready, Christ chiefly gave at- 
tention to them henceforward and revealed deep truths 
about himself, his Church, and the future (16: 13-29). 
From this time onwards, though the multitudes were 
met and taught from time to time, Christ’s main con- 
sideration was the training of the Twelve. Fresh 
revelations (16: 21-27) were followed by the Trans- 
figuration ss 28 to 17:13), which revealed as never 
before the Lord’s glory, in spite of what he had said 
about the cross. hen followed the miracle at 
foot of the mountain (17: 14-21) and another period 
of special training and preparation of the apostles 
(17: 22 to 18: 35), the lessons being chiefly concerned 
with humility, as the supreme requirement of true 
discipleship. ” 


L. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The True Spirit (vs. 1-6). When the disciples 
asked who was “greatest in the kingdom of heaven,” 
Christ called a child and used him as an object-les- 
son of the true spirit necessary to enter (v. 3), and 
also to become the greatest (v. 4) in the kingdom. 
Not only so, but even the reception of a little child 
and the avoidance of any hindrance to such a little 
one would prove more than anything else the gen- 
uineness of the true follower of Christ. (1) 

The Vital Principle (vs. 7-9). From this Christ went 
on to show the danger of causing trouble to others 
(v. 7), and the necessity of dealing faithfully with 
sin in the life, even though it involved the most im- 
posers and precious element (vs. 8, 9). This shows 

ow the disciples were to hate sin, and thus prevent 
their lives from hindering others. (2) 

The Great Duty (vs, 10-14). Again Christ refers 
to the children, and urges his disciples to avoid any- 
thing that would despise small things. They were 
so concerned with the thought of an earthly kingdom 
full of glory and honor that they were forgetting 
the spiritual aspect of their Master’s life and work. 
Even one sheep out of a hundred was to be sought, 
because it is not God’s will that a single little child 
should be lost (v. 14). Thus with the child as an 
object lesson, Christ taught his disciples what true 
greatness really meant. (3) 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 24: 1-6. (1) The claim, 
verses I, 2; (2) the question, verse 3; (3) the an- 
swer, verse 4; §# the result, verse 5; (5) the de- 
scription, verse 0. 

Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, Philadelphia, $2.25). Other books to be used 
with each lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of 
Christ,” by Vollmer Arenas H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50, net); “The Gospel of the Kingdom,” 
by C. H. Spurgeon (Revell, $1.50) 5 “The Student’s 
Historical eography of the Holy Land,” by W. W. 
Smith (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 
$1.50) ; Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $3). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


ll. Additional Material for Teachers 

Mark 9:33-50; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 17:1, 2. 

1. Mark 9: 33-50. An important parallel with ad- 
ditional points to be thoroughly studied: (1) The 
dispute, verses 33, 34; (2) the on Ay verses 
35-37; (3) the narrowness, verse 38; (4) the rebuke, 
verses 39-42; (5) the warning, verses 43-50. 

2. Luke 9: 46-48. Luke’s version of the lesson on 
humility. 

3. Luke 17:1, 2. Luke’s reference to the importance 
of avoiding causes of stumbling. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Responsibility for the 
Younger and Weaker. The New Testament continu- 
ally teaches the necessity and importance of think- 
ing of others, especially those who are weaker in 
the faith. In particular, the Apostle Paul distin- 
guishes between strong and weak brethren, and calls 
upon the former- to a. in such a way that they 
will not hinder, but on the contrary help the latter 
iSot. 14:1 to 15:3). In the same way he teaches 

at those who are overtaken by sin are to be dealt 
with kindly, tenderly, sympathetically, and with a def- 
inite purpose of spiritual restoration (Gal.6:1,2). (4) 

2. Young People and Adults: Our Responsibility 
for Childhood. All through the ages of the Chris- 
tian era children have been a special care in connection 
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with churches, and the way in which orphanages and 
other institutions, educational and philanthropic, for 
children, have been carried on shows that our Lord’s 
teaching about children has been thoroughly under- 
stood and carefully observed. Whether as parents, 
or guardians, or as Christians in general, childhood 
should be a special concern to those who wish to fol- 
low Christ. This is the ing of the present pas- 
sage, and also that in 19: 15-15. Four commands in 
this connection ate to be observed: (1) Despise not 
(Matt. 18:10); (2) hinder not (Matt. 19:14); (3) 
provoke not (Eph, 6:4; Col. 3:21); (4) offend 
not (Matt. 18:6). (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The one thought of the disciples at this time was 
“greatness,” while the chief or supreme thought in 

rist’s mind was “goodness,” which he illustrates 
by a child, 

1. Entering the Kingdom (v. >. We are to turn 
and become as little children if we are to get into 
the kingdom. This means the renunciation of sin and 

ride, and the attitude of teachableness and_trust- 

ulness, 

_ 2. Great in the Kingdom (v. 4). This is an addi- 
tional lesson. e.are to humble ourselves (v. 4), 
and we are to do humble service (vs. 5, 6, 10 is 
means simplicity and sincerity, because love always 
stoops to do the best possible things for othere, 

Thus we haye the two stages in connection with 
the kingdom: first, entering into it, and then becom- 
ing pret in it. The spirit of the child is the way 

or both. 


V. Leading Questions 


Why should the disciples have so often discussed 
“greatness”? 


What two things about the kingdom did Christ 
illustrate by a child? * 


What is the meaning of the first part of verse 


-6? How is such a thing possible? 


_ What is the idea underlying the thought of angels 
in relation to childhood? (v. 10.) 

How is a child illustrated by a sheep? 

What things in relation to children are we warned 
against? 


PHILADELPHIA. w 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


6¢J HAVE found it of untold value to give from the plat- 

form a minute’s talk on missions every Sunday in 

the four Sunday-schools of which I am privileged to 
be superintendent. Each Sunday-school is well represented 
in the foreign field, and hundreds of dollars have gone to 
missions from this comparatively poor country district. 
The next ten years will, I believe, see many splendid young 
lives go out to the ends of the earth, for numbers have 
already. expressed their eagerness to answer God’s call 
as soon as they are old enough. Of course prayer must 
be made continually that they may not be side-tracked.” 

This is an extract from a letter from Miss Homer-Dixon, 
forwarding the first of her “One-Minute Mission Talks,” 
which are to be a feature of the lesson helps in The Sunday 
School Times for 1921. That the blessing of God will rest 
upon these “Talks,” wherever they are adopted, in helping 
to answer the prayer our Lord commanded for thrusting 
forth laborers, is the sincere conviction of the Editor of 
the Times as he returns from his six-months’ tour of Japan, 
Korea, and China, with-a new vision of the appalling needs 
of the undermanned fields. Will not every superintendent 
prayerfully consider giving these talks or having them 
given from the platform in his Sunday-school? 

Miss Homer-Dixon volunteered for China under the China 
Inland Mission, but being withheld in the providence of 
God, has realized that God wanted her here at home, to 
use her own words, to “manufacture missionaries.” She 
is a missionary enthusiast. Her leaflet entitled “The White 
Wedge,” illustrated by a most impressive representation 
in white and black of the proportion of native converts 
in comparison to the heathen world, may be had free by 
applying to her at her home, “The Homewood,” Niagara 
Falls, Canada. 


HRISTIANITY alone exalts childhood. Heath- 

enism debases it. How long will our ears be deaf 
to the a | of the thousands of girl babies thrown 
out to die each year in China? Child-murder 
is not a crime there, but considered rather 
estimable. And India’s child-widows have waited 
dreary ages in dumb agony for the missionaries who 
never came: to-day in India there are twenty-five 
milfion widows under ten years of age, accordin 
to British Government statistics, Christ came an 
died.to save them (v. 14). But they do not know 
it. The missionary must “leave,” “go,” and “seek.” 
Christ did. Will you? If his Spirit is dom- 
inating your life, his purpose will be yours and he 
will reproduce the life story of the Chief Shepherd 
in each undershepherd (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 2:25, 
thinking of John 21: 16, 17). 


Nracara Fatts, Can. 
ye 


The ro2t list of Sunday-school topics, Bible selec- 
tions, and Golden Texts ts at yer service, and may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at ro cents a copy. 
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_ Not Childish but Childlike 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


IR Sipney Cotvin writes of Robert Louis Steven- 

son that he was child, boy, young man, and 

old man, all in one, and at the same time. The 
child did not die out in him, but lived on, not in 
memory simply but in literal and constant experi- 
ence. pre saa, * like this is what Christ requires 
of his le. They are never to utter the com- 
plaint of Augustine, “My childhood is dead.” On 
the contrary, their childhood, in the best sense of the 
word, is to live on, eager ineradicable, and 
vivid. Except ye become as little.children, the Lord 
declares, with one of his emphatic “Verilys,” ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


It is a word of Paul’s about himself, When I be- 
came a man, I put away childish things, There are 
features of childhood, therefore, which it is incum- 
bent upon us to forego and abandon. (1) 

One of them is the lighthearted gayety, the unfet- 
tered srreeguneeey, which marks the me yeas 
of life. No shades of the prisonhouse shut chil- 
dren in. They have their sorrows, but, like the 
showers of April, these give place quickly to the 
gladness of the sun. Theirs is a happy carelessness, 
which shoulders few burdens and laughs at anxieties. 
But Christ’s little ones cannot be so thoughtless. 
They have their “soul to keep.” They have their 
neighbor to consider, that they may provoke him to 
love and to good works. They have a world which 
lies in the wicked one to mourn over and to pray for. 
They may not be just so buoyant and carefree as 
the children. 

But, on the other hand, we are liberated from 
many of the child’s limitations. George Herbert 
sings of the fences, with which God begirds us round 
when we are young. “Parents first season us, then 
schoolmasters deliver us to laws; these send us bound 
to rules of reason.” It would be a fatal mistake to 
think that the Christian can ever dispense with those 
ordinances and restraints of his Lord; to the last, 
he is led captive by them, and for him their chains 
are chains of gold. But, when he ‘becomes a man in 
Christ Jesus, he moves in a large room. There is 
no sense of bondage. He loves his Master, and, as 
the Latin father puts it, he does what he likes. The 
children’s barriers and boundaries are felt no longer. 

And what is-crude, green, and immature in child- 
hood should be gone from the sons and daughters 
of God. There is room always for growth in-knowl- 
edge, in grace, and in activity; we shall “die learning,” 
as the inscription on John Richard Green’s gravestone 
tells us he did. But the members of Christ’s house- 
hold, taught and empowered by his Spirit, have 
reached certitude in truth, and holiness in character, 
and a ripe and winning fruitfulness of life. They 
have parted with the immaturities of the children. 


Not childish any more — no, but childlike, now and 
continually. Whosoever shall humble himself as a 
little child, the Lord said, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven, (2) 

We look into the child’s face. It is meek, modest, 
unpretentious. Any braggart pride, any haughty and 
sustained arrogance, is es from him: He is teach- 
able, ready and eager to learn, willing to be guided 
where to go. This, too, is the face of Christ’s fol- 
lower and disciple. 

We take note of the child’s hand. It lies in im- 
plicit trust in the stronger, wiser, surer hand of the 
father. He dares not advance alone. He leans on 
one who knows the way better than himself. This 
is the Christian’s hand, this his disposition. His new 
life begins in faith, progresses in faith, is perfected 
in faith: He trusts, and is not afraid. 

We enter the child’s imagination. It is the abode 
of wonder. He lives in a magical universe, a realm 
of mystery and marvel. “The corn was orient and 
immortal wheat. The gates were the end of the 
world. The trees, when [ saw them first, transported 
and ravished me.” But grace surrounds us with more 
matchless wonders than nature does, and the child of 
God travels from one astonishment to another. _ 

We are admitted to the child’s heart. Love reigns 
there. Iciness and frigidity, the cold and critical 
temper, the Si cnising and disparaging word — these 
are the acquisitions of a later day, which had better 
not be learned at all. And in the family of God love 
is the vital breath and native air — love which mounts 
upward, and journeys outward, and counts all things 
loss, and never fails, 

To the latest of our days, when we are gray- 
headed and old, we are to be childlike after this 
heavenly fashion. f 


The Lord has more to say. He bids us be not only 
childlike, but actual friends and helpers of the chil- 
dren: Take heed, he commands, that ye despise not 
one of these little ones. (3) ; 

Christ’s anger burns with a hot. flame against any 
positive wrong done to a child, or to the man or 
woman of child-soul. Few sterner sentences crossed 
his lips than that which denounces him who causes 
His little ones to stumble. So we should recoil with 
absolute repugnance’ and horror from the bare idea 
of instilling error by our teaching into young and re- 
ceptive minds, or of setting an evil example in life 
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Lesson for January 2 
Matthew 8 :1-%4 j 


and conduct before those who copy us 
so swiftly and-so instinctively. $ is 
the crime of crimes in the Saviour’s ey 
and he is certain that for it no punish- 
ment can be too severe. : 
But with most of us the danger is 
different. It is that of mere forget- 
fulness and neglect. We fail to rever- 


ence the children as we.ought. We es- 


teem common souls whom Christ 
counts incomparably precious and sacred. 
We lose sight of those infinite possibil- 

ich are wrapped up in young 
hearts and lives. That schoolmaster o: 
Reformation days who. was in the habit 


. of lifting his hat to his boys, because 


_asked. 


he had the vision of what they might be- 
come in the future, is a pattern to us. 
On this first Sunday of the new year, 
let us realize more fully than ever the 
sanctity of our task in being permitted 
to train the children; let us kneel and 
pray before we go to our classes; and 
et it be our desire and purpose and pas- 
sionate entreaty, as it is the will of our 
Father who is in heaven, that not one 
of these little ones should perish, 


CarLuKE, SCOTLAND, 
ye 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


. By William H. Ridgway 


Our Sailor Boys.—Except ye .. . be- 
come as little children (v. 3). I was at 
League Island Navy Yard the other day 
talking to the sailor boys. I found 
that most of them came from inland 
states, and had never before seen big 
water. A seafaring man has just tol 
me these Western fellows make better 
sailor apprentices than many an Eastern 
boy raised by salt water. “Why?” i 

“Because they come to the jo 
with open. minds, and they do exactl 
as they are told and taught. They don't 
know it all,” replied the sailor man. 
That is to say, they become as little 
children in the’ matter of seamanship. 
Jesus is here saying that if you want 
to sail the sea of life and make your 
port you must approach the business 
ust like these farmer boys from Iowa, 

ebraska, and other prairie states. You 
will note that the man in town who 
knocks religion is usually the “intellec- 
tual man,” “the professor.” He knows 
it all and quotes authorities, well, I 
guess so! very once in a while he 


wastes a _ postage stamp on me to. 


“straighten you out.” And I just laugh 
—and don’t talk back. For remember, 
it is just as Jesus said, A man’s head 
alone never gets him very far in re- 
ligion— nor in anything else. It is the 
heart coupled with the head. And the 
heart left to itself never grows old and 
out of the child class. very man of 
us likes to spin a top, and every wo- 
man of us likes a doll. And; give us a 
chance, we will revert in a minute from 
dignified seniors to frolicsome fresh- 
men. That is why the old folks like 
the “Talks to the Children.” Jesus says 
the open, trusting child spirit is the 
essence of the heavenlies (Matt. 11:25; 
1 Cor. 1:10, 27). (1) 

School Marms.—Whoso shall cause 
one of these little ones ... to stumbie 
(v. 6). The way the old Midway boys 
used to fill the twenty-five cent con- 
tract of getting rid of the chicken-kill- 
ing cat was to tie a weight around its 
neck and bury it in the dam. That was 
a legal way of getting rid of certain 
folks in Christ’s day. And Jesus says 
that sort of thing would be better for 
ou than to have you ruin a “little one.” 

ometimes you “boil” at the white slaver. 
the bad booker, the perverter, the mind 
poisoner, and~ the whole Satanic sales 
department; but don’t you worrfy. 
Heaven has them all spotted, tagged, 
and provided for, as you see. The most 
important work in town is the care 
of the children, The hope of our 
land is in the schoolmarm — both secu- 
lar and Sunday-school. Take off your 
hat to that patient and long-suffering 
bunch over there in the Primary, who 
without money and without price are 
doing the part of mother, nurse, and 
teacher to the little folks crowded 
around them. Take off your hat to 
those’ women over. theré in the Public 
Schools, who for less pay than the cheap- 
est day laborers in the mills are mold- 
ing America’s chief asset into intelligent 
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and righteous citizens. Children have 
a way of becoming men and women. 
The tesville schools are nearly op- 
wy my_ home. . It is sometimes start- 
ing to see the youngsters I have been 
meeting day by day turn into fine young 
men and beautiful young women almost 
overnight. Woe betide the fellow (talk- 
ing to you, professor) who does any- 
thing to “upset” a single one of that 

ushing, pulling, shoving, shouting, hi- 

rious, and r= iad High School crowd 
(Matt. 7:15, 23). (2) 

Hearts.—/f thy hand or thy foot 
causeth thee to stumble, cut it off (v. 8). 
Many folks have one little pet sin that, 
like Masy’s little lamb and Uncle Ras- 
tus’ yaller dawg, keeps follerin’ erlong 
ever’where ya go. any of us—oh, 
well, what’s the use of writing them 
all out since you know we are! Jesus 
has just one word for us, “Cut it off,” 
Or as we say in these days, “Cut it out!” 
It is not the criminal’s hand that forges 
the check. It is not the slanderer’s 
mouth that murders the reputation, It 
is not the sport’s feet that carry him 
to the tenderloin. It is not the sensual- 
ist’s eye that lures to the red light. The 
“bad one” is a “bad one” as long as the 
same old heart can beat, hands or no 
hands, tongue or no tongue, feet or no 
feet, eyes or no eyes. Jesus was putting 
his truth in charming phrase and im- 
ot a metaphor. ou can slap the 

aby’s hands, wash out Ted’s mouth 
with soap, hide his shoes, and take all 
the other time-tried domestic precau- 
tions, but no one ever gets very far 
in such measures until he begins to 
dig in toward the heart, the center of 
the “doing-things” system. Once again 
I want-to advise you fellows to read 
the autobiography of Benjamin Frank- 
lin and examine his elaborate system 
of chopping off and cutting out. He 
confesses it was a dismal failure. All cut- 
ting off and cutting out must be—done 
on the inside, and the sword of the 
Spirit is a finé tool to do it with (Prov. 
4:23; 23:7). (3) 

CoaTEsvILi#, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they ge not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short = trations, of — a pe O00 ea oe | 
are grea } w acce| 
ahead of Geer ones equally good. . 
Pi mag gee = Eh 
ext are s y. des 
stand a better ch oO pt than 
illustrations en the Golden Text. 


Receiving a New Boy.—And he called 
to him a hitle child (v. 2). Everybody 
here, certainly every father and mother, 
can see the halo that rests upon that 
little child. I think everybody ought 
to see the halo resting upon a young 
boy, despite his mischief, and sometimes 
because of it. That is a great word of 
Arnold of Rugby. He says: “Whenever 
I find that I can receive a new boy into 
my school without emotion, I shall know 
that it is time to be off.”—From the Rec- 
ord of Christian Work. Sent by Mary 
E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (1) 

‘Keep A-lookin’ Up!’—And he 
called to him a little child and set him in 
the midst (v. 2). Miss Margaret Slattery 
told us that one day she was walking 
along the street when she heard a little 
voice say: “Hello, Miss Slattery.” She 
looked around, but saw no one. Again 
the little voice. She locked everywhere, 
but still saw no one. Then the little 
voice said, “Keep.a-lookin’ up, Miss Slat- 
tery.” She said, “I looked up, and up, 
and up, and finally saw her way up 
in a teneinent house, and when I found 
her she said, ‘You didn’t see me, Miss 
Slattery, because you didn’t look high 
enough.’” Jesus took the little chil- 
dren up into his arms, and taught us 
not to look down-for them any longer. 
—From the Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, 
London, Eng. (2) 

Dr. Jowett’s Use of Tin Whistles.— 
See that ye despise not one of these little 





ones (v. 10). When Dr. Jowett was in 
Newcastle he inaugurated a children’s 
one in connection — ~~ — 

t the ning service four boys slyly 
aw thelr 4 whistles in the ee 

e gallery. Lhe youngsters were brought 
before the sehacher in the vestry, —_ 
they expected a severe reprimand. Much 
to their astonishment, Dr. Jowett asked, 
“Can't you play better than that on tin 
whistles?” And before they could gather 
their wits together to know how to an- 
swer, he added, “I must.ask Mrs. Jowett 
to teach you to play properly.” She 
undertook to teach them, and in a few 
weeks’ time these same lads gave a tin 
whistle quartette at the children’s service, 
Mrs, Jowett accompanying them on the 
piano. Thus they were won and used 
and no better helpers could be found 
‘than these boys became.—Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. (3) 


the Stray Sheep.— Doth he not 
leave the ninety and nine ... and seek 
that which goeth astray? (v. 12.) An 
American bishop related the following: 
“A youth belonging to a Bible class 
thought fit to discontinue his attendance. 
The clas§ assembled, but his place was 
empty, and the leader looked for the 
familiar face in vain. He could not be 
content to conduct the Bible reading as 
usual, ignorant as to the condition and 
whereabouts of the missing one, 
‘Friends,’ said he, ‘read, sing, and pray; 
my work is to seek and find a stray 
sheep,’ and he started off on the quest. 
The stray sheep is before you,” said the 
bishop to his hearers, “my teacher found 
me, and I could not resist his pleading. 
I could not continue to wander and stray 
while I was sought so tenderly.”—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
J. A, Clark, Leicester, Eng. (4) 


Why He Didn’t Find It.—Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself (Golden 
Text). “I remember once in Leeds, 
England, I was staying with some 
friends en route to London, and that 
night we heard an infidel (I never once 
came across an infidel, by the way, in 
the firing line of France. Either they 
had not the courage to go, or else their 
infidelity died as they came near the fir- 
ing line). However, this man stood up, 
and speaking in nasal twang (he was a 
Cockney from London), he said: ‘Talk 
about your Bible. I have read my Bible 
through thirteen times looking for eter- 
nal life and I ain’t found it yet, and I 
don’t want to find it.’ And somebod 
in the crowd, imitating his voice, said, 
‘And that’s why you didn’t find it.””— 
From a sermon by Gipsy Pat Smith. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 
The prize for this week is awarded to 
this illustration. (5) 


What the Gift Meant.—Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven (Golden Text). 
A little girl of nine years of age, who 
was my pupil for some time, became 
converted, and to show me how true 
her salvation was she gave me, when 
leaving, a little packet, and in it were 
two buttons, a white and a black one. 
Looking at the buttons I said, “Why, 
Martha, what is the meaning of these 
buttons?” “Why, don’t you know 
teacher? The black one is like I used 
to be before I was converted, and the 
white one is how Jesus has made me 
now, washed in his precious blood, and 
T belong to his —— ersonal ex- 

y 


perience. Sent Laura J. Bomford, 
Georgetown, Kentucky. 
4 


Reading Suggestions ‘on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of January 16, “Our All for 

the Kingdom” (Matt. 19 : 16-30), will be 
found useful. 

The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 

I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
(American Baptist Publication Society, Phil- 
adélphia, $2.25), and Spurgeon (Fleming H.: 





Revell Co., New York, $1.50, net) are very 
helpful. Other books to be used with each 
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lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of Christ,” 
by Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50, net), and Davis’ Bible Dictionary 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $3). 


Il. Here is a beautiful opportunity to em- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jotts Telling Bible Stories” 


As alittle le” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Follow a little child through the day and 
try to discover what Jesus meant when he 
said, “As this little child.” Jesus teaches 
big lessons with little things, profound truth 
with simple things. 

Jetts are even simpler than usual this 
week, to let your pupils’ thoughts down to 
the very simple details and limited range of 
a little child’s life as it develops through the 
normal way to larger things. First, up with 
the new day, dependent from the very start 
upon mother’s aid; being led to food, ac- 
cepting without question what is given; then 
off to school (being sent and helped off); 
back in the afternoon; friendly with a dog; 
and, at the end of the day, prayer at mother’s 
knee and to bed again. Simple, trusting 
life, unquestioning obedience, easily touched 
sympathies, and all the time growing, grow- 
ing great. “He that would be greatest” must 
move in the opposite direction from self-asser- 
tion, self-seeking, self-exaltation. 
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phasize the stewardship of our money, time, 
prayer, and, indeed, of all we have. There is 
a little tract written over forty years ago, 
and still doing good service, that shows 
clearly the primary duty of tithing our 
money and the additional stewardship that 
we should exercise over all we have. Its 
title is “Does a Tenth Belong to the Lord?” 
It may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
at 20 cents a dozen; $1: a hundred; or 2 cents 
each, postpaid. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
forgive our pride, our reliance upon human 
wisdom and power. Forgive our struggle 
for place’and position as we push on in dis- 
regard of the simplicities of thy purposes 
in the blessed Gospel. Deliver us, we be- 
seech thee, from superior ways and self- 
reliance. May we be humble without being 
proud of it, and as little children in our eager 
and trustful following of thyself. May we 
not forget those who are younger and less 
experienced than ourselves, and with great 
tenderness and lovingkindness do our part 
in leading them in the joyous ways of thy 
truth and love. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“Yes,” said one of 
the officers of the church, “we had quite 
a number join the church this morning, 
— mostly chidren.” And a little cloud 
came over his face as he said the word 
“children,” because he probably felt that 
the church would not be much strength- 
ened in its immediate needs of support 
by the addition of just children. hat 
would the Master have said if he had 
been in the church on that Communion 
Sunday and had seen that group of chil- 
dren confessing his name? You needn’t 
answer aloud, but is it not true that our 
estimates of strength and usefulness are 
a good deal twisted? Those who come 
into the church in later life are very 
— to God; but they are candles 

urned down, so that their light among 
their fellow-men can not last as long 
as the light that can glow over many, 
many years through the life of a little 
child who lives long in Christian faith 
and servite. Have we Jesus’ own thought 
about childlikeness as the test of great- 
ness? Thankful may that church be in 


which large numbers of children are con- | 


fessing the name of Jesus Christ. Are 
there any in your classes who have not 
yet accepted him? May we not in hu- 
mility and faithfulness see the children 
as Jesus saw them? and if we are chil- 
dren ourselves may we not realize that 
to confess him now means joy and ser- 
vice and blessing to others over so many 
more years than if we wait until we 
are older? Let us pray. 





DO WE HAVE 


HILD 
+ MO LIKENESS? 


“AS THIS LITTLE CHILD” 











we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“There were ninety and nine.” 
“Tenderly the Shepherd.” 
“Jesus, I my cross have taken.” 
“Saviour, like a shepherd, lead us.” 
“What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 
“Around the Throne of God in Heaven.” 
bes ey when I read that sweet story of 
rs) Rad 
“There’s a Friend for little children.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm set to music, including 
also some other ports of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
. Psalm 24 :1-6 (49 : 1-3). 
Psalm 23:1-§ (48 : 1-5). 
Psalm 5: 1-12 (10 : 1-2). 
Psalm 34 : 11-22 (79 : 1-3). 
Psalm 103 : 13-22- (213 : 1-4). 


The Little Jetts aren’t just stories — 
they are picture lessons — pegs to hang 
Bible stories on. What a pleasant Sun- 
day afternoon may be spent with the chil- 
dren in their company if father and 
mother will help with the application! 
Mr. Smith, their author, Ras collected 
a goodly number of them in a beautiful 
ge en which you may secure from 

e Sunday School Times Co., at $1. 
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[ Department Helps | 


For The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EW Year's Introduction—When we 
say “Happy New Year” to each 
other, we wish happiness and good 
health for three hundred and sixty-five 
days of this new year of 1921. 
Christmas told us about God’s gift to 
all the world of the Lord Jesus, who 
came to be a friend to all and went 
about doing good. Jesus told about an- 
other gift of God, which everybody ma 
have every day of the year, We spea 
of it when we pray: 
“Father, we thank Thee for the night, 
And for the pleasant morning light, 
For rest and food and loving care, 
And all that makes this world so fair.” 


Lesson Teaching..—God cares for all 
his children. 


Note.—A permanent Pgs | would be 
conferred if on this first Sunday of 
the year each child could be convinced 
that God’s loving care is round about 
him every day and everywhere. Many 
beautiful yet simple songs present this 
truth to comfort heart and soul as long 
as life shall last. Begin to teach one 
or more. 

Before the Story.—The disciples heard 
Jesus talk so much about the kingdom 
of God that one day they almost quar- 
reled as to which of them should be 
greatest in his kingdom. Jesus heard 
them, but did. not say anything until 
they reached a home in the big city by 
the sea. A little boy lived there, per- 
haps Peter’s. Jesus called him, then 
took him in-his arms, and sat down. 
Then he said to his disciples, Of such 
is the kingdom of heaven; except you 
love and trust me as this little child, 
you cannot belong to my kingdom; who- 
ever becomes like a little child is great- 
est in my kingdom; be careful that you 
one of these little ones 
who believe in me. In heaven their 
angels do a ag ma the face of 
my Father which is in heaven. Some- 
times we sing: 


“In that beautiful place he has gone to pre- 





pare 
For all who are washed and forgiven; 
Many dear children shall meet with him 
there, 
For of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Jesus said, It is not the will of your 
Father which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish. 

To help his disciples to understand 
how much the Heavenly Father cares 
for just one of his children, Jesus told 
a beautiful story. 

Note.—About one minute is needed to 
repeat the two Bible verses about the 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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lost sheep. For children the story needs 


expansion. Prepare a model or draw- 
ing, or show a picture of a sheepfold. 
ne of the permanent pictures on 
the wall of every Primary room should 
be Christ the Good Shepherd. Perhaps 
one of your church windows represents 
this picture. Make reference to such 
illustrations, calling attention to the 
shepherd’s care of the lamb in his arms. 


“Little lambs, so white and fair, 
Are the shepherd’s constant care. 
Now he leads their tender feet 
Into pastures, green and sweet.” 


Continue the description of the shep- 
herd’s care, as outlined in the Twenty- 
third Psalm, from which the memory 
verse is chosen. The shepherd searches 
for fresh green grass and quiet water- 
ing places, and a safe shelter, where 
the sheep may rest. The sheep love to 
follow such a good shepherd. 

But once in a while one of them strays 
away. Tell the brief story of the sheep 
that was lost and found. The Heavenl 
, Sad cares much more for his chil- 

ren, 


Expression in Song.—Choose at least 
one song to be emphasized and taught, 
as your children have need. ; 

“Into Thy loving care, 
Into Thy keeping, 
Thou, who art everywhere, 
Take us while sleeping.” 
“Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep, 

Thy love be with me through the night, 

And wake me with the morning light.” 


“God, who made the earth, 
The air, the sky, the sea, 
Who gave the light its birth, 

Careth for me.” 


“How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 
That round about me like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere, 

He cares for me.” 


Close with “The Lord is my Shepherd.” 
Pezonta, ‘Itt. 
we 
My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The childhood of Jesus himself. 


_ 2. Little children in his life and teach- 
ing. 








3. Children in our lives and churches. 





( of the ways in which our King 
was different from all other teachers 
and founders of religious systems (be- 
fore him) was the place and emphasis 
of childhood in his own life. And to 
those of us who read the records of his 
life thoughtfully that emphasis must be- 

in with his own beautifully natural 

byhood and boyhood,— normal, whole- 
some, sincerely religious, happy. 

Help your girls to realize what Jesus’ 





tanding here. 
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memories must have’ been of the first 
twelve years of life, and the part they 
played in the man he became. Think of 
_memories of’ his mother, of the 
stories she must have told him of his 
own birth and babyhood; of Joseph 
and the village carpenter-shop, of which 
he became the master in early man- 
hood; of the little brothers and sis- 
ters who grew up with him in that sweet, 
simple home, for whose living he must 
have been responsible some years before 
he was thirty; of that first memorable 
trip to Jerusalem and the temple when 
he was twelve, and all it reveals to us 
of the boy he was, the training he +had. 
Do you not believe that his under- 
standing love for little children during 
his ministry had roots way back in those 
memories, and that his appreciation of 
the value of childhood and its qualities 
was based on those associations with 
the little ones he helped to bring up? 
Of course all this is from the natural, 
human viewpoint of his life, exclusive 
of his divine insight and understanding 
of all human relationships. (1) 


2. And in view of all these facts which 
we know to be true from the inspired 
records, are we surprised to find little 
children at his elbow at every turn as 
he afterwards went about his Father’s 
business? Of course they loved him 
who loved them so well, felt perfectly 
at home in the curve of his strong arm, 
responded to the call of his tender 
voice, loved the gentle touch of his 
hands even as he loved to lay them upon 
the curly heads and upturned faces. 

In how many instances we find the 
children mentioned as among the multi- 
tudes who followed him, showing how 
eagerly they must have watched for him, 
how gladly they must have run to meet 
and welcome ies upon his return to 
a familiar place. Their happy trust in 
him runs like a little theme through the 
larger theme of his life’s work. arch 
your Gospels for instances of these facts, 
so you can give your girls a vivid pic- 
ture for this lesson. (Matthew 18, 10, 
21; Mark 5, 6, for his own brothers and 
sisters ;'7, 9, 10; Luke 8, 18; John 6). (2) 

Il this prepares~us to expect the ver 
teaching from his lips concerning chil- 
dren that Matthew gives us in this chap- 
ter, and to find the little child there in 

erson as illustration of all he said. 

e find this teaching in two phases: 
the value of a child as example to all 
who would enter his kingdom, and the 
value of a little child for his own sake. 
There are no more enlightening words 
as to his requirement for membership in 
this kingdom than verses 3 and 4. And 
there are no more solemn words of 
warning than those in verses 5 and 6, 
warning prefaced by a wonderful state- 
ment that receiving (does this mean 
loving and nurturing?) one such little 
child in his name is receiving him. Note 
that to Jesus children are valued when 
they are children, not only for the men 
and women they are to become. (3) 

Their place in his kingdom is as real 
and as important as that of any grown 
person. He valued them for what they 
are, as children, and tells us plainly how 


ma.)the Father values them, grants — their 
‘angels special 
-|:face at all times, and wills that not even 
-ga-j.one of his little ones shall perish. Cer- 

a:| tainly we may be sure that they do not, 


“audience” before his 


# jeven when we cause them to “stumble” 
ma by our selfish neglect or wilful mis- 


Hq | guidance. 


Not one of those who have 


Pea tleft us in childhood is lost; they are 


{in our churches, 


ifeet to the 


all safe with their Father in his heavenly 


»| kingdom. (4) 


3. What is our attitude toward child- 
hood? What treatment do we, especially 
give them to-day? Are 
your girls so living that their lives are 
not stumblingblocks to some little watch- 
er and admirer? Are they so training 
now that they may safely guide little 
ing who said, “Let the 
little ones come unto me”? Have they 
considered the responsibility of study- 
ing and training to teach a_Sunday- 
school class in a few years? Have they 
thought of the even greater responsi- 
bility of refusing to so “receive” these 
little ones? May not such a refusal 
cause one to stumble? Have they thought 


‘bof the joy in service for children? Can 


they not find some who need them now? 





Can they lead them to the King? (5) 








Matthew 18: 1-14 


: Home Study 
Read all the passages s sted above 
illustrating Toor declings with children. 


Decatur, Ga, 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught Thie Week — 


Beginning: Who is it that does not 
want to be “Somebody”? 

Discussion: What is it, after all, to 
be a real worth-knowing “Somebody”? 
What is the best test of the measure of 
a boy? How would you act in the pres- 
ence of Jesus Christ? Where would 
you go, and what would you do there if 
Jesus was spending the day with you? 

Objective: To see ourselves as Jesus 
sees us and let him mark out for our 
path the way of true greatness. 











SAY fellows, each one of you down 
in the bottom of his heart wants 
to be great. Some of you have talked 
about it—that thing you intend to be 
and do, something out of the ordinary. 
Some boys do not say much about their 
ambitions, but there is no less a strong 
desire, down under the surface, some 
day to be great and do great things. 
That’s fine, fellows;.aim high; “hitch 
your wagon to a star,” and never lose 
your grip on the purpose to be an out- 
standing Somebody whom the world will 
sooner or later take notice of. 

But every lofty ambition invites dan- 
gers, and the greatest danger is in choos- 
ing the wrong road to reach its goal, 
That is because the. road which seems 
to be shortest and most promising at 
the start may be the one which leads 
farthest away from it. Therefore I am 

lad the lesson to-day brings straight 
rom: Jesus. directions on how to know 
and follow -the right road, soins 

And Jesus used a little child to make 
the matter perfectly clear. The dis- 
ciples ;wanted. to know who. would -be 
greatest in the kingdom, and for answer 
Jesus: called: a: 4ittle ..child ’ 
said those «whose spirits were like that 
would be greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. - Now, fellows, as we all want 
to know, let us study that little child 
a few minutes and learn what Jesus 
meant... 

First, Jesus called the little child, and 
he came, . There was obedience, and 
there was coming to Jesus. That is the 
very best start toward being Somebody 
in the kingdom, If you have not heard 
the call of Jesus and answered by giv- 


ing him your life, there’s nothing do-| 


ing until that step is taken. 

A little child recognizes his own little- 
ness and clings to one stronger for pro- 
tection. A little child is humble; cer- 


tainly this one was, for jesus called at- | 
umility is one 


tention to his humility. 
of the unmistakable marks of true great- 


ness, 

A little’ child unhesitatingly asks for 
what he wants and freely inquires about 
what he wants to know. Did you ever 
see a little child backward about ask- 
ing? The disciples were at least that far 
on the right roads; they asked Jesus 
about it, and he gave them the all-suffi- 
cient answer. Fellows, it is a wonderful 
fact that Jesus knows the answer to your 
inquiries even before you make them, and 


he has given to you and me his own. 


word for it that he will answer. We 
have only to ask, and it shall be given; 
we only need to knock, and he will open; 
we only need to seek, and he says we 
shall find. Look at the seventh verse 
of the seventh chapter of -Matthew, and 
see if I have not stated it correctly. 
All these things — asking, seeking, and 
knocking —a little child does without 
restraint. Just watch one, some time. 
Now, then, once more: What did Jesus 
see in the disciples which made him 
show them the little child? What is it 
in you and me, fellows, that is differ- 
ent from the little child? Why, here 
are some of the things: (1) We are 
“heady,” and want always to do our 
own way. (2) There are certain things 
Jesus wants us to do for him, but in- 
stead of responding to his call as the 
little child did, we say Wait, we are 
not ready yet—some other time. (3) 
We are rather stuck up about something 
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— our fred looks, maybe, our physical 
-accomphishments, or our daddy’s weal 
and position in the world (I know a fel- 
low who got all “chesty” because his 
dad bought a Cadillac—would hardly 
ee to the boy whose folks used a 

ord), or our fine home, or our ability 
to do this or that; in fact, we have an 
idea we are already right smart of a 
somebody, haven’t we? And we kind 
of pat ourselves on the back as thougn 
we had done it all, without God’s help. 
tAnd (4) we forget all about submitting 
our program daily to ng We never 
think of first asking him to make out 
that program for us and help ys through 
with it. . 

Am I not stating the facts, fellows? 
Well, then, according to Jesus —and 
surely he knows — we can never be great 
until we cut out all that stuff and be 
humble, like the little child. 

Then we shall not be “heady.” 

We shall not be proud. 

ae will watch constantly for his “sig- 
nals.” 

We will come when he calls. 

We will look to him daily. 

Thus we shall find true greatness. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 





The Young People’s 
a Prayer-Meeting 


By Paul Rader 

January 9. The Most Helpful Passages in the 
Bible. Psa. 119 : 129-136. 

January 16. , Self-Control: How to Get It; Its 
Rewards. 1 Cor. 9: 24-27. (Temperance 
meeting.) 

January 23. 
52:7-15. (Foreign missionary meeting.) 

January 30. Christian Endeavor: Accomplish- 
ments and Possibilities. Phil. 3 : 7-14, 

, (Christian Endeavor Day.) 


Sunday, January 2 


The Kingdom in My. Heart 
(Matt. 6 : 7- 15) 





Missionary Results in Asia. Isa. 








to him and |: 


(Consecration ‘Meeting) 


Mon,.—Loving with: the Heart (Luke 10 : a5- 
28). The truth about this passage is that 
Christ answered this lawyer’s “What shall 
I do?” with something ‘to do which he 
could not do. This gave the Master the 
chance to tell him the Gospel, or “the 
good news,” of what he, Christ, came to 
do for him. The Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Good Samaritan, coming to do for man what 
man cannot possibly do for himself. 


Tues.—The King at the Door (Rev. 3 : 20-22). 
Remember, this is not the King at the 
door, but the Saviour outside the door. 
When he chenes back to this earth as king 
he will not knock, and no door will dare 
to close against him. 

Wed.—The King Within (Rom. 8 : 9-15). This 
passage magnifies the third person of the 
Trinity, and speaks of his indwelling work 
and power. 

Thurs.—Serving from the Heart (Luke 10: 

| 30-37). Here is the beautiful picture of God 
becoming our Saviour by becoming man 
and coming where we were, lost. and un- 
done. The priest and the Levite represent 
the law. All the law can do is ‘to con- 
demn; so, as far as help is concerned, it 
must pass by on the other side. 

Fri.—The Invisible Empire (Luke 17 : 20, 21). 
This passage reads in the original, “In the 


midst.” The kingdom is now in their midst , 


in the person of the King and his disciples. 
He was rejected; but the kingdom and the 
King are yet to come in power and with 
outward show, 

Sat.—The Nature of the Kingdom (Rom. 14: 
16-18). Here-we are shéwn the spiritual char- 
acter of thé’ kingdom.. The kingdom has 
not yet come, but its character has come. 
It came at Calvary, when the Lord Jesus 
Christ took our place in sin and death, and 
we, by faith, take his place in righteous- 
ness. He has become our righteousness, 
and we now have the character of the king- 


hope, for the coming of the King and the 
kingdom. 


HIS passage is probably. selected be- 

cause of the reference in this Scrip- 
ture (called The Lord’s Prayer) to the 
kingdom. I would call your attention, 
however, to the fact that the prayer is 
that the kingdom may come, The 
kingdom cannot come. until Christ, the 
King, comes back to this-earth and him- 
self sets up his kingdom. 

Dr. W, Graham Scroggie, of Edin- 
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mental, at which it will be well for us 
ler, when trying 
to work out a theory for the revolution 
of the planets, performed nineteen exper- 
iments to prove that they revolved in a 
circle around one great focus. All these 
experiments were failures, Finally he 
decided to work on the theory of two 
foci, about which the planets revolved 
in an ellipse rather than in a circle. The 
experiment worked out beautifully, and 
the theory still prevails, for that is God’s 
—— in the solar system. 

If you study your Bible and try to 
make history and prophecy all revolve 
around the coming of Jesus Christ to 
this earth to die on Calvary you will 
find the plan does not work out satis- 
factorily; but if, like Kepler, you_take 
two foci,—the first coming of Christ 
as Saviour, and his coming back again 
as King,—all in history and all in 
prophecy will work out beautifully, and 
you will get a perfect program for the 


ages. ., 

The Lord Jesus is called in the Scrip- 
tures, Prophet, Priest, and King. Use 
your two foci like two great mountain- 
peaks, and these three names given to 
the Master fall into their proper places. 
“Prophet” is all the life of Christ be- 
fore he died on Calvary. “Priest” is 
his work now, since he died and rose 
again and was seated on the Father’s 
throne, exercising his priestly office, 
where he “ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for us.” Now place the other focus, 
of his return to this earth as shown in 
the Scriptures, and everything from that 
coming on is “King.” Most of the proph- 
ecies are written about this part of his 
life as King, and about the kingdom 
which he is to, establish on the earth 
when he sits at Jerusalem and governs 
the nations. 

What are the effects of the Kingdom 
in the heart?—Loyalty to the coming 
King day by day in all things; joy in 
ve and service now as our living 
Lord;. the eager desire to spread _ the 
Gospel to hasten the coming of the King. 


How can we bring the Kingdom into 
our hearts?—Only the Lord Jesus can 
do that, as he reveals to us his blessed 
will for to-day, and we accept his will 
for the days that now are, and for the 
day ‘when he shall reign. 


How can we put our hearts into the 
Kingdom’s service? — By yielding our- 
selves in full surrender to the will of the 
Lord Jesus, to do the work he would have 
his followers do, while awaiting the 
coming of the King. 


Moopy CuurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 





Children at Home 








Mr. Jolly’s Way 
By Euleta Wadsworth 


Tre woodpeckers were neighbors in 
a big oak-tree in California. One 
morning they went together to their 
usual drinking place at the’ faucet ‘in 
the “barnyard. The faucet — leaked, so 
there was always a little pool on- the 
ground or the bubbling drip on the tap 
to drink -from, . But this morning when 
they alighted on the fence near by the 
most surprising sight met. their eyes. 
Ajgreat white lump of ice was. wrap- 
ped ‘all about the faucet, and the little 
pool on the ground was covered-by a 
crust, 

“Why, what in the world is that?” 
exclaimed Mr. Redhead to his neighbor 
Jolly Carpenter. And both of them tilted 
their heads first to one side and then 
the other in amazement. They were 
not used to ice in California; in fact, 
neither of them had ever before seen 


ice. 

“It’s surely strange,” said Jolly, hop- 
ping a little nearer. 

“What in the world are we going to 
do for a drink?” asked Redhead, who 
had just finished a hearty breakfast of 
acorns and was thirsty. “The puddle 
under the faucet there is covered over, 
too. How queer!” 

“Well, we must have water, that’s cer- 
tain,” said Jolly Carpenter, venturing 
near enough to peck the, ice with his 
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strong bill. A chip of ice flew off. He 
pecked again, and another chip broke 
away. “Red,” he said, “I think we can 
chisel this stuff away and finally get to 
water: Come on, let’s try.” So Mr. 
Redhead hopped over, and they began 
to work. Of course it was slow work. 
The tiny little chips they broke off didn’t 
seem to be making any difference in 
the thick frozen lump. And presently 
Mr. Redhead quit. 

“See here, Jolly,” he said, “we are 
not making any headway at all. We'll 


‘never get water that way. 


“Don’t be discouraged, Red. If we 
keep chiseling away we are bound to 
get through this stuff some time. It’s no 
arder than wood.” 

Mr. Redhead took a few more pecks 
at the ice and stopped again. “Oh, say, 
this is too slow for me,” he grumbled. 
But Jolly coaxed him back to work, 
though it didn’t last but a minute or 
two. “I’m not going to keep chipping 
away at this hepeless job,” he an- 
nounced, “this will never get us a drink.” 
And he flew away in spite of Jolly’s 
coaxing. 

Jolly kept right on, making the chips 
fly, until his bill was getting sore. And 
he kept his spirits up bravely. “I’m 
sorry Red wouldn’t stay,” he said to 
himself. “I’m almost sure we would 
have got to water soon, if he’d only 
been willing to keep trying.” While 
he was thinking these things he kept 
working, and tried not to think of his 


sore bill and how thirsty he was. “I- 
hope none of that thieving Ja family 
will rob Red’s storehouse while he’s 
one,” he thought ‘suddenly. “Friskie 


sraysquirrel is not above such tricks, 
either.” 

“Chip, chip, chip,” went Jolly’s sharp 
chisel, until he was so tired he could 
scarcely move. “Pshaw!” he said after 
he’d rested a moment, “such shirking 
as this will never get water.” So he 
started again to chip, chip, chip with 
renewed energy. And at last he saw 
the’ water’ beginning to trickle through 
a tiny hole he’d just made. My! but 
he was ‘pleased. He took a big drink 
and hurried home,. where he. found 
Friskie Graysquirrel nosing around, 
hunting for his acorns, 

He ‘routed out Friskie and quickly 
looked in all his little cupboards, each 
just large enough to hold one acorn. 
To his relief he found he had got home 
in timie to keep Friskie from grabbing 
a goody. After his hard work, Mr. 
Jolly felt hungry, so he helped himself 
to a nice sweet acorn. And then he 
thought of Redhead and wondered why 
he hadn’t come home. He began to 
watch for him, but the afternoon went 
by, and still he hadn’t come. Jolly be- 
gan to feel anxious, 

It was a very cold day. Jolly could 
never remember so cold a day in all 
his life. Although it was not yet dark 
he was thinking of going to bed, when 
he heard a weak flutter behind him. He 
looked around, and there sat Redhead, 
almost too tired to open his bitl. “Goed- 
ness!” gasped Red. “I’m about petered 
out. That horrid hard stuff is over all 
the water I found. I’ve been miles and 
miles, and I haven’t had a drink yet.” 

“Oh, Red, you poor fellow. Why, I 
got water only a little while after you 
‘left. And I got home barely in time 
to keep Friskie from robbing my cup- 
boards.” 

“T don’t know whether or not I have 
strength enough to get to the faucet, but 
I must try,” said Red, and he finally 
flew weakly toward the barnyard. When 


‘he came back he went to his storehouse 


in the big oak limb: to see what damage 
might have been done. In a few min- 
utes he joined Jolly again. 

“Jay and Friskie have robbed six of 
my cupboards,” he reported, with tears 
in his eyes. “If I’d just stuck to chip- 
ping away that hard stuff with you—’ 

“Oh, well,” said Jolly, “I can spare 
you some acorns. nd next time we'll 
know exactly what to do.” 


BerkeEtey, CAL. 
Oe 


To keep the boys wholesomely busy 
you should get Charles McIlvaine’s “Out« 
doors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney,” 
published by The Sunday School Times 
Company for $I. 
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POSTUM 
CEREAL 


used in place of 
coffee has many advan- 
tages, soon recognized. 


Postum is better for 
health, costs less than 
coffee, yet has a flavor 


very similar to coffee. 


Postum Cereal should 
be boiled a full fifteen 
minutes. Another form 
Instant Postum is made 
instantly in the cup, no, 
boiling required. 


Grocers sell both kinds 
“There's a Reason” 











To be Used Every Day 


BIBLE SUCCESS BAND BOOKLETS 


The plan of learning a verse of Scripture daily has been found so helpful, and has 
with such blessed results, that it is rapidly ition Se to all parts of the wall 


THE 1921 BOOKLET CONTAINS 





and an exquisite lithographed border design on the inside pages. 


daily. 
Ill. Messages on the value and blessing of memorizing Scripture from the Hon. 
Wanamaker, President Don O. Shelton, Mr. Philip E. Howard, and Mr. Wi 
H. Ridgway, with their pictures and autograph signatures. 
$2.50 a dozen, $20 a hundred, or 25c each, postpaid 
Order now and be ready for the New Year. 





In Every Christian Household 


met 


E. luminated covers in full colors and gold, like the Missal Work of the Middle Ages, 


Il. The list of inspiring and sublime Scripture passages to be memorized in 192]—one 
verse 
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Note.— Some have found it a good plan to have a copy for each member of the family. 





“ONCE A. YEAR” 


Consecutive Daily Bible Reading Plan, By J. H. Smeeton 





reading of the whole Bible during each year. 
A section for each day,with key-word, bri 


one through God's Word in exactly a 
This booklet has already been doing its we 


lessed w 


by many. 
$2.50 a dozen, $20 a hundred, or 25c each, postpaid 


1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 








A second invaluable help to family devotions. Arranged as a help to the intelligent 


year. 


to the extent of almost 50,000 
copies, so that this new American edition, bound in durable paper cover, will be welcomed 
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quiry concerning anything advertised in BRONZE 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, TABLETS 


as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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Is it a New Conybeare 
and Howson? 


This article reviews “The Life and 

Letters of St, Paul,” by David 

Smith, D.D. (Geo. H. Doran Co., 
New York, $6, net.) 


For the last forty years or more 
Conybeare and Howson has been the 
best guide to all things connected with 
the Apostle Paul, and even later works, 
of which there are several, have not 
superseded it. For information on the 
travels, insight into the character, and 
illuminating translations of the epistles 
Conybeare and Howson is unequalled, if 
not unsurpassed. Hosts of Bible stu- 
dents are indebted to it for much “light 
and leading.” Now Dr. David Smith 
has provided a similar work which in- 
evitably challenges comparison with the 
older’ one, and many think it will do 
for the present generation what Cony- 
beare and Howson has done so well 
and so long. Indeed, the book has al- 
ready been called “The New Conybeare 
and Howson.” Dr. Smith’s great learn- 
ing is constantly and abundantly in evi- 
dence, and his style is as clear, flow- 
ing, and attractive as his former books 
have led his readers to expect. He has, 
of course, utilized the wonderful stores 
of philological and archeological knowl. 
edge which the researches of Ramsay, 
Deissmann, Moulton, and others have 
made available, and his footnotes af- 
ford ample proof at once of his width 
of learning and of the guidance pro- 
vided for students. He sets forth a 
natural and valuable argument for the 
Pastoral Epistles, even though not all 
will be able to follow him in the assump- 
tion of a “Teacher’s Manual” by Luke, 
which (it is said) is now. virtually in- 
corporated if these Epistles; Dr.’ ‘Smith 
also makes out ‘a good ‘case for the en- 
cyclical character of Romans, with the 
last chapter being intended for Ephesus. 

But by far the best part of the book 
is the translations of the Epistles which 
often give fresh, felicitous, and sug- 
gestive renderings of familiar passages. 
The situations of the various Epistles 
are also well and attractively presented, 
and will enable the student to under- 
stand and appreciate the circumstances 
under which Paul wrote. There are 
seven appendixes, dealing with import- 
ant points, including a most interest- 
ing discussion of the Antioch with which 
Luke is associated. Dr. Smith argues 
forcibly and well for the Pisidian 
rather than the Syrian city. 

But with all the real interest and 
true value of very much in this book, 
it must be confessed that there are three 
features in it which rob it of a great 
deal of its value for those who be- 
lieve in the Divine authority of the Bible 
and the unique inspiration of its writers, 
First, Dr. Smith gives interpretations 
of passages as absolute certainties, when 
there is not the slightest evidence forth- 
coming, and when, moreover, the posi- 
tion adopted is quite arbitrary and is 
based solely on the writer’s statement. 
Thus, Paul was a widower, and his 
“sternness of attitude” towards woman 
is due to the “hidden tragedy” and 
“bitter memory” of “this mournful chap- 
ter of his life-story.” The references 
in Romans 7 are the half-lifted veil 
of an episode involving some “gust of 
passion” and “deed of impurity” in his 
early years. If this is so, what can be 
the meaning of Paul’s own words about 
living “in all good conscience” during 
that time? Similarly, it is said that 
Paul’s childhood was loveless because 
of the severity of his “stern” father. 
In the same way, the Nicolaitans are 
stated to have been the followers of 
one of the seven deacons, Nicolas of 
Antioch, a view that rests on a late tra- 
dition which Dr. Smith accepts without 
any real evidence being forthcoming. 

Then, the tone of Dr. Smith towards 
Paul is often quite patronizing and “su- 
perior,” and he does not hesitate to 
charge the Apostle with serious errors. 
The argument in Galatians about “seed” 





and “seeds” is “lin guistically i ” 
sible”; at Athens there was Lome. 


ous failure” and “a fatal error”; the 
illustration in Romans 11 about grafti 
is inaccurate, and it was well for Pau 
that his readers lived in cities and not 
in the country, or they would have 
detected his mistake. There are other 
illustrations of the same attitude to the 
great apostle. 

But the worst and most deplorable in- 
stance is the treatment of the well- 
known references in_ Thessalonians to 

ing of the Lord. Dr. Smith 
holds that the early believers were per- 
suaded that the Lord’s Coming was im- 
minent, and that Paul shared their view. 
But the result was “disastrous” and the 
Apostle ought to have “repudiated” this 
position and corrected’so “mischievous” 
an error. But Paul was only the “child 
of his time,” and did not know what his 
modern commentators do. He tried to 
correct the mistake in his second Epis- 
tle, because of a “latent misgiving,” but 
even this was not satisfactory, because 
of his “frequent hesitation, eager em- 
phasis, and confused expression.” The 
real trouble was that his thought was 
“obscure,” and it was only due to con- 
troversial necessity that the subject had 
been mentioned at all. How all this is 
to be reconciled with any view of Paul’s 
authority is not mentioned. 

But it is the same attitude which, it 
may be remembered, is to be seen in 
the author’s Life of Christ, “The Days 
of His Flesh,” where the Evangelists 
are said to be in error on several points. 
To put the matter on the lowest ground, 
it may be remarked that the New Testa- 
ment writers were at least as capable of 
setting out their positions free from 
mistakes as any writer of to-day. But 
the vital question is that if Dr. Smith 
is- right, then the Evangelists and Paul 
are wrong, and, for our part, we prefer 
to take the plain statements of the New 
Testament to any view put forth by 
modern scholarship. And this may be 
said even apart from a belief in Divine 
inspiration. But this tone of superior- 
ity is, it is to be feared, only part of 
Dr. Smith’s general attitude to the super- 
natural, which he tends to minimize in 
various ways, according to the preva- 
lent tendency of modern scholarship. 
Thus, although Paul is severely criti- 
cized for his words before the Jewish 
Council, such terms as “adroit strata- 
gem,” and “ignoble trick” being used, 
no mention is made of the statement that 
the Lord appeared to him that very 
night. Is this fair, or scholarly? 

There was no appearance of an angel 
on the voyage, and the episode of the 
snake at Melita was “an entirely natural 
occurrence.” The “spirit of Jesus” 
(small s) means “the passion for.souls,” 
and the girl at Philippi was insane, not 
demon-possessed, though Paul “shared 
the prevalent idea,” and commanded the 
spirit to depart from her. These and 
other similar instances are manifestly 
opposed to the obvious statements of 
the authorities used by Dr. Smith, and 
these and he cannot both be right. And 
so while it is possible to welcome the 
book for many excellent qualities and to 
rejoice in much that is said about’ Paul 
and his life, pee | like an unqualified 
approval is out of the question for 
those who still believe in the Divine 
authority and full inspiration of Scrip- 
ture and Paul. It can be read with 
pleasure and profit for many things, but 
it will have to be read with constant 
and thorougl: discrimination on account 
of its impossible and unsatisfactory at- 
titude to the supernatural. 


The Spirit: The Relation of God and 
Man Considered from the Standpoint of 


-Recent Philosophy and Science (By Ca- 


non B. H. Streeter and others).—It. is 
impossible to avoid asking why the 
writers of this able book of essays have 
not considered the subject.as much “from 
the standpoint of Scripture as from thal 
of “recent philosophy and science.” Thi 
answer, however, is not far to seel 
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Established 1879 
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Over 500 pages on Matthew ! 
The Gospel 
of the Kingdom 


By C. H. SPURGEON 


A popular exposition of Matthew’s 
Gospel; the last work of the great 
evangelist. A full commentary on 
every chapter. 

“This commentary on Matthew's Gospe? 
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for in the first essay, by a well-known 
Scottish philosopher, Dr. Pringle Patti- 
son, it is actually said to be a misfor- 
tune that the spirit of God (mark. the 
small letter “s”) should have been held | 
to express “a third personality or agency 
distinct from both the Father and the 
Son” (p. 11). The reason for this view 
is that according to the writer the con- 
céption ®f the Spirit as “the final and 
complete account of the one God as 
the Father of spirits,” is said to fe- 
fer to the influence of God in the hu- 
man soul, whatever else it may be term- 
ed in the New Testament. Another 
writer raises the question as to what 
thoughts and feelings arise when we 
hear some one speak of the Holy Spirit, 
and then she answers the question. by 
expressi the opinion that the mean- 
ing is “God in action in the world of 
men” (p. 26). Yet the writer ought to 
know that this view is inadequate tc 
the point of panemated: One of the 
essays by Captain Hadfield (a medical 
man) on the “Psychology of Power” 
deals with the subject without much ref- 
erence to religion. Dr. Anderson Scott, 
a Cambridge Professor, discusses “what 
happened at Pentecost,” and suggests 
that the new thing on that occasion was 
“fellowship,” and that “any coming of 
the Spirit to-day should be looked for 
rather by a group than by au individual.” 
A well-kfown English Broad Church- 
man, the Rev. C. 'W. Emmet, writes on 
the “Psychology of Grace,” and holds 
that grace is not a special force im- 
parted by God, but “the enchancement of 
personality,” which comes as the result 
of a proper relation between the Di- 
vine and human spirit. Another essay 
by the same writer on the “Psychology 
of Inspiration” speaks of inspiration as 
insight based on holiness. Other essa 
deal with various~aspects of the sub- 
ject, but they are all remarkable either 
for the avoidance of Scripture or else 
for an utterly untenable view of what 
Scripture teaches. It is particularly curi- 
ous that the writers have never noticed 
that not a single text of the New Testa-. 
ment associates the Holy Spirit with 
cosmic as distinct from redemptive work. 
If this is all the Broad Church School 
can say about the Spirit, then indeed it 
deserves the title which has been given 
to it, the “sterile party,” for anything 
more unlike supernatural Christianity 
it is almost impossible to imagine. The 
book is, of course, full of interest in 
eneral, and is marked by abundant 
nowledge and great ability, but it is 
in no sense a contribution to the true 
idea of the Holy Spirit of God. Indeed, 
it is a significant revelation of the spir- 
itual powerlessness of the Broad Church, 
School, and provides the explanation of 
the almost entire absence of any proper 
emphasis on spiritual realities, which isa 
well-known characteristic of this party. 
(Macmijan Co., New York, $2.50.) 


The Apocalypse of John: Studies in 
Introduction with a Critical and Exe- 
getical Commentary (By Isbon T. Beck- 
with, D.D.).—There seems to bé no end 
to books on the “Revelation.” This, the 
latest, is an able, scholarly, and well 
furnished book consisting of four hun- 
dred pages of introductory studies and 
over three hundred more of commen- 
tary on the Greek Text. The first study 
is on “The Eschatological Hope,” and is 
an interesting presentation of the for- 
ward look through various ages and 
stages from primitive times to the New 
Testament era. Unfortunately it is writ- 
ten from the critical standpoint, the 
writer depending for the most part on 
Old Testament critical scholarship, 
though here and there it is clear that 
he cannot accept everything which the 
critical school regards as-settled. If he 
had taken a still more independent course 
the result would, have been far better 
and truer, for it is evident that most 
of his discussions of Old Testament 
themes are given at second-hand from 
critical sources. ‘There is also scarcely 
any recognition of Divine inspiration in 
his treatment of the Apocalypse, every- 
thing being considered practically from 
the human standpoint. While it is doubt- 
less right to put oneself as far as pos- 
sible into the position of an author and 
his time, it is not correct to make this 
a measure of the meaning of any pro- 
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hetic peat f e are told clearly (1 
eter 1:11 at the prophets did not 
understand . the ee their own 
words. Further, it is inly said that 
the predictions of the book “were to a 
large extent! unfulfilled” (p. 292). This, 
of course, begs the question as to whether 
the author’s interpretations of these pas- 
sages are correct. The result of this 
attitude is that the writer is wholly 
unsatisfactory when he tries to point 
out the permanent value of the book, 
for he is compelled to limit himself to 
vague generalizations, and he actually 
maintains that it was no part of the 
function of the prophet to foretell the 
future. All this shows that no guid- 
ance can be obtained from this work 
as to the value of Revelation as a pre- 
diction for later days. While Dr, Beck- 
with’s book will undoubtedly be useful 
among modern scholarly works, espe- 
cially for its exegesis of the text, it will 
not satisfy those who believe that Rev- 
elation is divinely inspired and who 
hold that its author’s predictions have 
not only not failed, but are being ac- 
tually fulfilled. (Macmillan Co., New 
York, $4.) 


The Menace of Immorality in Church 
and State (By John Roach Straton).— 
Because of Dr. Straton’s frank presen- 
tation of those vices which are blighting 
the morals of our great American cities 
to-day, no recent religious book has re- 
ceived so much comment in the secular 
press as this one. Some of it has been 
fair and open-minded, and some of it 

(Continued on the next page) 








The Life Story 
C.I. Scofield 


by 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


F YOU are a reader of the Scofield 
Reference Bible, you will enjoy this 
inspiring Biography. It gives an 

intimate picture of DR. SCOFIELD — 
his early life—his career in the army 
and the law—how he was converted — 
and, most interesting of all—is the 
story of the work he did in editing 
the SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 


“ Price, $2.50 


At all Booksellers, or from 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 
3S West 32ad Street New York 
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“Behold, There Came Wise Men 


~~ — and when they were come into the house, they saw the young 


child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
when they had opened their treasu 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 


Thus at the first Christmas, ~started the custom of gift giving. Have you not 
ifts at our Saviour's feet now as had 
greater gift could we present than being instrumental in bringing 
one or more Jews (God's chosen people) into Christian life and 
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1. TRUE EVANGELISM. 


a 


SATAN. ’ 


wi) 


HE THAT IS SPIRITUAL. 
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** [ thank God for this book."’— Paul Rader. 
Each volume, $1.00, postpaid. Now published tn attractive uniform binding by 
1031 Walnut’Street, Philadelphia. 
ff you wish to make a real gift of lasting and spiritual benefit, choose one or all of these volumes. 


** Best thing to the square-inch ever written.*’— Boston Business Man. 


2. SALVATION 
“* 1 use it constantly.”"— Melvin E. Trotter, 
3. THE KINGDOM. IN HISTORY AND PROPHECY. 
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** Superb 1 Thoroughly Biblical and exhaustive.”"— W. rving Carroll, DD. 


I 




























































742 





You'll say you 

never tasted 

such. delicious 
mackerel! 


They can’t help but be delicious, 
They 
a few minutes after they are br 


selected fish. We 
various mackerel catches as they are 
brought in every day and we pick out on 
the very best. And we know how to pi 


And all you have to do to 
write your name and address cow 
below and mail it to us. 


can send us your o 


you 
entirely satisfied. . 

This list we send you, will give you a new 
idea as to the number and variety of the 

ood things we have in store for you. Clams, 

bster, shrimp, sardines, tuna, salmon—- 
all fresh from the ocean, all carefully se- 
lected and perfectly packed. 

Salt codfish is one of our big specialties. 
It is really boneless and comes to you in 
big, white, steak-like pieces just right for 
making the most mouth-watering codfish 
cakes or creamed fish. Be sure to remem- 
ber it when you order. 

Now here’s the coupon, Fill it out now 
and mail it. It won’t be many days before 
you'll say that sending in this coupon was 
one of the most satisfactory things you ever 
did in your life. 


Crown Packing Company 
Dept, D4 go ls Gloucester, Mass. 
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Dept. D-1, Gloucester, Mass. 
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90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 

package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
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as the mew address whenever you request 
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for the change to be made. 
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1031 Walnut Street, Philadel 


phia, Pa. 








THE.SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Books That are Worth Knowing 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


abusive and satirical. Yet many of the 
strongest indictments in the book are 
not made by Dr. Straton, but quoted 
from business and professional men who 
fdo nt approach these grave problems 
from the standpoint of religion. The 
difference between them and the author 
is that his warning is followed by a 
moving plea for repentance, his affirma- 
tion of certain judgment to come by 
hope in the tender mercy of Jesus Christ, 
his assurance of the reality of hell by 

offer of eternal life through the Son 
of God. In the midst of all this sin 
and folly he draws a picture of deserted 
city churches and despairing pastors 
yielding to bizarre methods to hold a 
people whose dulled spiritual appetite 
as lost a taste for the Word of Life. 
It is pitiful and tragic enough, and re- 
caHs the word of another city pastor, 
that the need of the church to-day is 
a call to repentance, genuine, personal, 
and searching (Geo, H. Doran Co., New 
York, $1.75, net.) 


Sadhu Sundar Singh (By Mrs. Arthur 
Parker).—The aptness of the term, “the 
St, Paul of India,” applied to this re- 
markable Oriental Christian who re- 
cently visited America,, is justified chiefly 
perhaps because the perils that Paul en- 
countered have almost without excep- 
tion been experienced by Sundar Singh. 
A member of one of the noble families 
of India, to become a Christian meant 
utter rejection and-casting out. He was 
entirely estranged from the things of 
this world that he might be the more 
fully consecrated to Christ. Donning 
the sacred robe of the Sadhu that he 
might gain entrance everywhere and 
tell the story of the Saviour, his suc- 
cess in winning souls has been marvel- 
ous. He has gained accéss to savage 
tribes and forbidden regions when to 
others it would have meant death. The 
secret of his power lies in the importance 
he gives to an absolute dependence upon 
and a whole-hearted consecration to God, 
with a “praying through” in all things. 
The story -is sympathetically told by 
the author, a member of the London 
Missionary Society, who has had oppor- 
tunity to see his work at first hand in 
Trivandram, South India. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.25.) 


Dreams and Voices (By Grace Hyde 
Trine).—It is characteristic of the period 
from which this collection of verse is 
drawn that the book should have a 
frontispiece depicting an upland scene 
with a father engaged in showing his 
small boy how to operate a toy aero- 
plane, while the mother stands near by, 
gazing with uplifted face at an aero- 
plane far above in the blue among the 
white clouds, and the little sister in 
the group is happily chasing butterflies. 
The book contains many beautiful poems 
of mother, father, and child. In at- 
tempting perhaps to be representative 
somé selections are included which would 
hardly be welcomed by those who cher- 
ish the associations gathering around 
memorable verse, as, for example, the 
song of the Bacchante to her babe, which 
is too strongly and distinctively pagan 
to be of any help to the collection. Nev- 
ertheless, this is one of the books that 
includes many quotable and worthy 
poems from the most recent verse writ- 
ne (The Wonfans Press, New York, 
2. 


The Simple Gospel (By H. C. Morri- 
son).—The plea of the Lord Jesus to 
Peter, “Feed my sheep,” kas drawn many 
another shepherd in Peter’s footsteps. 
Such a one is Bishop Morrison, of the 
Southern Methodist Church, and _ this 
collection of fifty of his sermons is 
wholesome food. _They are all short 
and easy to read, seldom controversial, 
yet they show scholarly care in prepara- 
tion and a fecundity of thought which 
rarely Fepeats. Theré is a constant and 
faithful warning to his flock, a stirring 
up of their minds to the lessons of the 
past, and always the love and mercy 
of God to sinful men in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. America owes her ideals to 
the ministry of just such fatherly pas- 





tors; may it never be true of her “Where 
there is no vision the people perish.” 








P. ostal lishing Louisvi 
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The Modern Reader’s Calendar 


HE Modern Reader’s Calendar -for 

1921 is true to its title, giving as it 
does quotations of helpfulness and 
lift from many of the writers of the 
present, after whom ong is constantly 
reading in the secular magazines, or in 
the public libraries, and also from the 
classical writers; and now and then from 
the Word of God. Modernists of the 
type of John Burroughs and Rabindra- 
nath Tagore are drafted, along with St. 
Patrick, Thomas a Kempis, Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning, Disraeli, the Prayer 
Book, the Record of Christian Work, 
and Daniel. It is a jewel of the _typog- 
rapher’s art and skill. It is published 
by the Womans Press, New York, at $1, 
boxed. 

we 


The 1921 Keswick Calendar 


T IS remarkable, according to many 

testimonies, how the Lord suits a 
blessing to some particular need of those 
who use the daily texts and the choice 
meditations from well-known writers 
for the Keswick Calendar. When the 
Associate Editor of The Sunday School 
Times and his sister buried their mother 
recently in her home in Asheville, N. C., 
the text of the calendar on the day of 
the funeral was “My grace is sufficient 
for thee” (2 Cor. 12:9). These two 
and their mother had been using the Cal- 
endar for two years, and the texts af- 
forded great comfort for that mother’s 
last days. 

The picture design for 1921 shows an 
old church whose belfry rises in the back- 
ground of thorn trees in full blos- 
som. It may be had from the Bible 
Truth Depot, Swengel, Pa., at 60 cents, 
postpaid. 
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Reports from the Far East at 
the Midwinter Conference 


HE fourth Mid-Winter Victorious 

Life. Conference will be notable this 
year for the reports which Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas and Mr, Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull will bring from their 
six-months’ tour of mission fields in the 
Far East. Mr. Trumbull has been at 
his editorial desk in The Sunday School 
Times for some time, and Dr, Thomas 
arrived December 3, on the Venezuela, 
of the Pacific Mail Line from Shanghai 
to. San Francisco. For several years 
the Council of the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony has been receiving request after 
request from missionaries in China and 
other countries for speakers who might 
go over with the message of victory in 
Christ for both missionaries and native 
Christians. In the good providence of 
God the way was opened last summer 
for the first foreign missionary tour 
of the Victorious Life Testimony. And 
at the Mid-Winter Conference these two 
of its representatives will tell something 
of the manner in which God’s rich bless- 
ing rested upon the message. 

The conference will be held in the 
Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian Church, 
Broad Street below Spruce, Philadel- 
- on December 28, 20, 30, and 31. 
t will begin Tuesday evening, Decem- 
ber 28, at 7.45. o’clock, and close ‘with 
a Watch Night meeting Friday eve- 
ning, December 31. Among others than, 
the messengers returning from the Far 
East who are to take part in the eo 
gram are Mr. and Mrs.. J, Harvey Bor- 
ton, Mr. Robert C. McQuilkin, the Rev. 
Duncan Thomas, B. F. Culp;. Addison 
C. Raws, and visiting missionaries. 

The daily conference prayer period 
will be from _g to 10 A. M.; missionary 
hour from.10.15 to 11.15; a message on 
“How to Tell Others of Victory” from 
11.30 to 12.30, to be given by Mr. Mc- 
Quilkin and Mr. Duncan. Thomas; 3 
P. M., Bible Hour by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas; 4.15, the Victorious Life mes- 
Sage, by Mr. Trumbull; 5.15, a meeting 
for missionary volunteers, with Mrs. 
Borton, formerly a missionary in the 
Punjab, India; and 7.30 P. M., the plat- 
form meeting, with praise and testimony. 

















PEERLESS OXBLOOD PASTE for red shoes. 
QUICK WHITE Liquid Canvas Dressing. 
ALBO Whife Cake Canvas Dressing. 
GILT EDGE SELF SHINING Dressing. 
Your shoes will hold their shine a 
surprisingly long time if you use 
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“THE BEST BOOK 


Sor private devotions and Jamily-worship 1” 
Daily Terts 


189th Annual Edition. “‘ Inter-denominational” 
ready November rst, 1920. Daily Texts has been 





all denominations. 

*‘ No better gift book! A reminder of the giver 
each day of the year.”” Paper, 50 cents; Cloth, 
75 cents. Special rates in quantity to Church 
organizations. Address j 


The Rev.CHAS. D. KREIDER,Nazareth,Pa. 
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SCIENTIFIC HOMILETICS 


The Sermon Makers Manual, or Scripture Expo- 
sition and for on Construction, scientific guide 
for p tion and for. delivery, real Method for 
reacher and teacher, same as Arithmetic to the 
Mathematician, of more practical service in making the 
sermon than a college course. Hundreds of Students 
in many Lands. Given by mail in Correspondence 
Course in five books. For full information, address 


S. Anderson, Selma, Alabama 
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Matthew 18 : 1-14 
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The confidence of 
many thousands is one 
factor that helps make 
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Scott’s Emulsion 
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TO LOSE 


Calvert 6% Time Certifi- 
cates, issued for $100 or 
more, are the ideal invest- 


‘ :+Absol t safe— tected by fitst 
morta ge on aeaeaved real estate—Always at 
par—Readily convertible into cash. 

Wehave paid 6% continuously tor 25 years. 
ir u have saved $25 or more 
you Should have our booklet, + 6% 
and Safety.’ . Writeforit ..- . = gut 


THE-CALVERT. MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Building. Baltimore, Md. 


cad 








ita cine! a > 


THREE PENCILS, ‘your name engraved in gold, 5O cts. 
olly of Flora) Box. Blue Bird boxes-plegse the -kiddies, 
HE UNITED PENCIL CO,, .318 Broadway, New York, 


Visual Instruction °%.i1 0°": 22 
IS ction still projection 
: LANTERNS sold and 
» rented.Our Slide Library 

includes the S.S. Times 


Cartoons. Special slides 
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ictures or ne ves. 
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” Underwood Chicago Agency and Depository 
GEORGE W. BOND SLIDE CO. 
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Mrs. Slosson’s Tales 
of the New Hampshire Hills 


Stories of New England characters, 
told.in inimitable style, printed and 
bound in beautiful gift-book form. 

‘‘And Other Folks,” 50 cents. 

A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem, 60c. 

Puzzled Souls, 75c. 

Simples from the Master’s Garden, $1. 

White Christopher, 75c. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


“Let Us Pray It Through” 


J bg following is a paragraph from 
a personal letter written from China 
last August by Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, 
Editor of The Sunday School Times: 
“The heart hunger among many mission- 
aries for the fulness of therblessing of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is impressive in- 
deed. It makes one realize how God 
is answering prayer for the world-wide 
awakening of the church. I have had 
more realization than ever of the wide 
intercession that is going up for world- 
wide revival, and I am more convinced 
than ever before that God wants to send 
such a-revival. Let us pray it through.” 

Yes, let God’s intercessors everywhere 
pray it through. He Is MORE WILLING TO 
GIVE THAN WE ARE TO ASK. 


December 27 to January 2. 


Mon. Matthew 18:1-7. The Childlike Spirit. 


“Leastness” is greatness. Yes, but 
not always. A thimble would hold a 
peacock’s brains, but not its pride. The 
greatness of the child consists in its 
unconscious humility and teachableness. 
Whosoever shall likewise “humble him- 
self.” Impossible except through grace. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for next 
Friday night’s Watch Night meetings. 
Pray that God ‘may lay a new burden 
of intercession upon multitudes of his 
believing children. If there is _to’be no 
Watch Night meeting in your church, 
will you not ask God whether he would 
have you arrange for one in your home? 


Tues.—Matthew 16 : 10-14. 
God’s Care for Children. 
Two classes which “shall never per- 
ish”: “My sheep” (John 10:28) and 
“these little ones” (v.14) “which believe 
in me” (v. 6). What more powerful 
incentive than this to lead the children 
to believe in Christ? Note this, parents 
and teachers! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
children in your home, .your Sunday- 
school, your church, your community; 
for all children, jn orphanages; for-the 
children of the poor; for every street 
waif and uncared-for child; for all chil- 
dren and. children’s societies. How 
many children have you led to Christ 
this year? 


Wed.—Luke 2: 40-52, The Model Child. 


About his heaventy Father’s business, 
and yet subject to his earthly parents. 
The two went hand in hand. And they 
do to-day, even through life. We are 
engaged in a heavenly calling, but sub- 
ject to earthly limitations, William 
Reynolds preached, but “packed pork 
to pay expenses.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
parent, every Guadip-cchol and day- 
School teacher, every governess and 


jj nurse, every guardian, every one who 


has anything to do with the care or 


for all reform schools and children’s 
institutions. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 3: 1-10. God Calls a Child. 


Would Samuel have been called if he 
had not had a praying mother? But 


pray; she gave Samuel to the Lord, even 
before the Lord gave Samuel to her (1: 
11). Many called few chosen; but more 
children would be called if more parents 
would choose aright before birth. 


Prayer Succestions: It is said that 
there are in America under twenty-five 
years of age over twenty million chil- 
dren and young people of so-called Prot- 
estant affiliation who are not in any Sun- 
day-school— enough to make eighty 
thousand new Sunday-schools of two 
hundred and fifty scholars each! Pray 
for these millions of “wn-shepherded 
i lambs.” 





“| later do his people. 


training of children or of youth. Pray. 


Samuel’s praying mother did more than’ 
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Fri.—1 Samuel 3 : 11-19. : 
A Child God’s Messenger. 

No child, or man, can be Ged’s mes- 
senger to men who has not first assumed 
the “Speak, Lord, for thy servant hear- 
eth” attitude toward God. God. knows 
a counterfeit, and likewise sooner or 


Wartca Nicut Suspyects oF PRAYER: 
Every spiritual interest of your home 
and church; local and world-wide re- 
vival ; world-wide evangelization; the un- 
saved; all Jews and Gentiles; pastors, 
missionaries, evangelists, and all teach- 
ers of the Word; every evangelical 
agency of every kind; all men every- 
where; the Week of Prayer. 


Sat.—Luke 2 : 21-32. 
A Child Dedicated to God. 
Remember on this New Year’s day 
that to-day’s child is to-morrow’s man, 
The seed you sow in your child’s heart 
this day and this year will surely re- 
appear later to sadden or enrich many 
a life, perchance your own included. 
Seed, soil, and sower; seed, soil, and 
sower! Meditate nruch, dedicate all! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
billboard and street-car campaigns be- 
ginning in many places. Pray that the 
good seed of the Word may be sown 
this year in millions of hearts. Water 
the seed daily by intercession. 


Sun.—Psalm 24: 1-6. The Pure in Heart. 


Only those are counted “pure in heart” 
in God’s sight who have accepted his 
Son as their personal Saviour. (See 
John 3:3, 5.) Don’t try to “keep” an 
unregenerated heart “with all diligence” 
(Prov. 4:23); you can’t do it. Even a 
child must be “born again” before he 
can grow up “good” or “receive the bless- 
ing from, the Lord.” 


MY PRAYER DURING 1921 
Is It Also Yours? 


“When I enter the Beautiful City, 
Far, far removed from earth’s sorrow and 
care, 
I want to hear somebody saying: 






743 


“When at home in those mansions above, 
And the saved all around me appear, 
I want to hear somebody tell me: 
‘It was YOU that invited me here.’ 


“To our SAVIOUR ALONE be the praise, 
Who through his Spirit the Witness did 
bear, 
Yet to this happy home I might not have 


come 
Had YOU not invited me here.” 
(Author Unknown.) 








‘It was YOU that invited me here.’ 


Infection 


probably would have been prevented 
if Absorbine, Jr., had been applied when 


this “little accident’ happened. 
It cools and soothes, takes out the 


pain and soreness and helps the 
injured tissues to heal. And be- 
ing @ positive germicide it makes 
any infection quite improbable. 
Especially good for all the little 
hurts the children get, being 
ma an e to use, 


$1.25 a bottle at most di ists or 
Send 10c for liberal trial sceetoet 


W. F. YOUNG, Inc. 
291 Temple Street, Springfield, Mass. 











become fallow ? 


him as of yore ? 


Does God control seedtime and harvest for 


Is the average American farmer in touch 
with religion and the church ? 


How can he live the Victorious Life ? 


Has the American farmer’s 


spiritual soil 





as God gives him for 


Here is your opportunity ! 





yourself 
Send wW 





and Romans 8 : 2. 


Would you invest 25 cents in carrying to some farmer twelve vital, 
heart searching, practical Christian messages in the editorial columns of 
The Practical Farmer, whose editor has consecrated a portion of The 
Practical Farmer's editorial page to this transcendently important duty? 

For sixty-five years The Practical Farmer has been preaching the doc- 
trines of practical farming. Now, with a new vision of his duty and op- 
portunity, the editor is printing, in addition, in everyissue such amessage 
he Practical Farmer's great constituency — but, 
that constituency needs to be enlarged tenfold —a hundredfold — and 
in this the help of The Sunday School Times readers is enlisted. 


))a friend, and get acquainted, 


2 names and addresses of ten farmer friends to whom 
you wow. like to have sample copies sent, and we will send you, 
in recognition of your help, eight ‘‘ Victory Verse Cards’’—hand- 
somely printed text cards, about post card size, in two colors, 
suitable for desk or wall, carrying such verses as 2 Cor. 12 :9, 


Send usg 4 4, ents for a six months’ trial subscription (12 issues) for 











ePractical 
==Farmer 

















P. O. Box 1321 





PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





“* Of. course I place you! Mr. Addison Sims 
of Seattle. 

‘‘ If I remember correctly—and I do remember 
correctly—Mr, Burroughs, the lumberman, intro- 
duced me to you at the luncheon of the Seattle 
Rotary Club three years ago in May. ‘This is a 
pleasure indeed! I haven’t laid eyes on you 
since that day. . How is the grain business? And 
how did that amalgamation work out ?’’ 

The assurance of this speaker—in the crowded 
corridor of the Hotel McAlpin—compelled me to 
turn and look at_him, though I must say it is not 
my usual habit to ‘‘listen in’’ even in a hotel lobby. 

‘‘He is David M. Roth, the most famous 
memory expert in the United States,’’ said my 
friend Kennedy, answering my question before I 
could get it out. .‘‘He will show you a lot more 
wonderful things than that, before the evening is 
oyer.”’ 

And he did. 

As we went into the banquet room the toast- 
master was introducing a long line of the guests 
to Mr. Roth, I got in line, and when it came 
my turn, Mr. Roth asked, ‘‘ What are your ini- 
tials, Mr. Jones, and your business connection 
and telephone number ?’’ Why he asked this I 
learned later, when he picked out from the crowd 
the sixty men he had met two hours before, and 
called each by name without a mistake. What is 
more, he named each man’s business and tele- 
phone number, for good measure. 

I won’t tell you all the other amazing things 
this man did, except to tell how he called back, 
without a minute’s hesitation, long lists of num- 
bers, bank clearings, prices, lot numbers, parcel 
postgrates, and anything else the guests gave him 
in rapid order. 


** * * * * 


When I met Mr. Roth—which you may be sure 
I did the first chance I got—he rather bowled 
me over by saying, in his quiet, modest way : 

‘*There is nothing miraculous about my re- 
membering anything | want to remember, whether 
it be names, faces, figures, facts, or something 1 
have read in a magazine. 

‘*You can do this just as easily as I do. Any 
one with an average mind can learn quickly to do 
exactly the same things which seem so miraculous 
when I do them. 

‘*My own memory,’’ continued Mr. Roth, 
‘* was originally very faulty. Yes, it was—a really 
poor memory. On meeting a man | would lose 
his name in thirty seconds, while now there are 
probably 10,000 men and women in the United 
States, many of whom I have met but once, whose 
names I can call instantly on meeting them.’’ 

‘* That is all right for you, Mr. Roth,’’ I inter- 
rupted, ‘‘you have given years to it. But how 
about me ?”’ 

‘*Mr. Jones,’’ he replied, ‘‘I can teach you 
the secret of a good memory in one evening. 
This is not a guess, because I have done it with 
thousands of pupils. In the first of seven simple 


lessons which I have prepared for home study, I 
show you the basic principle of my whole system, 
and you will find it—not hard work as you might 
fear—but just like playing a fascinating game. I 
will prove it to you.’’ 
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How I Improved My Memory 
In One Evening 


_The Amazing Experience of Victor Jones — 


He didn’t have to prove it. His Course did ; 
I got it the very next day from his publishers the 
Independent Corporation.: 

When I tackled the first lesson, I suppose I 


was the-most surprised man in forty-eight states. 


to find that I had learned—in about one hour— 
how to remember a list of one hundred words so 





During Nation Wide Drive $ 
SPECIAL PRICE 3 | 
(Regular Price $5.00) 


Realizing the ever increasing need for such a sys- 
tem as Mr. Roth's Memory Course, for a short time 
we are making a special drive to get this amazing 
work in the hands je a still greater number of people. 
In order to hasten this movement we. are reducing 
the price from $5.00 to only $3. 


You should not miss this splendid opportunity. 
Our five day FREE Trial Offer still holds good,— 
simply fill in and clip coupon. en, after you have 
seen the course, send only $3 in complete payment. 


But you must act quickly,—we can only hold this 
price open for a limited time. - 











that I could call them off forward and back with- 
out a single mistake. 

The first lesson 3¢uck. And so did the other six. 

Read this letter from Terence J. McManus, of 
the firm of Olcott, Bonynge McManus & Ernst, 
Attorneys and Counsellors at Law, 170 Broadway, 
and one of the most famous trial lawyers in New 
York : 


‘* May I take occasion to state that I re- 
gard your service in giving this system to the 
world as a public benefaction. The wonder- 
ful simplicity of the method and the ease 
with which its principles may be acquired, es- 
pecially appeal tome. I may add that I have 
already had occasion to test the effectiveness 
of the first two lessons in the preparation for 
trial of an important action in which I am 
about to engage.’’ 


Mr. McManus didn’t put it a bit too strong. 
The Roth Course is priceless! I can absolutely 
count on my memory now. I can call the name 
of most any man I have met before — and I am 
getting better all the time.. I can reniember any 
figures I wish to remember. Telephone num- 
bers come to mind instantly, once I have filed 
them by Mr. Roth’s easy method. Street ad- 
dresses are just as easy. 

The old fear of forgetting (you know what that 
is) has vanished. I used to be ‘‘scared stiff’’ on 
my feet — because | wasn’t suve. I-couldn’t re- 
member what I wanted to say. 

Now I am sure of myself, and confident, and 
‘*easy as an old shoe’’ when I get on my feet at 
the club, or at a banquet or in a business meet- 
ing, or in any social gathering. 

Perhaps the most enjoyable part of it all is that I 
have become a good conversationalist—and I 
used to be as silent as a sphinx when I got into a 
crowd of people who knew things. 









(Lesson for Jan. 2) DEC. 18, 1920, 


Now I can calli up like a flash of lightning most 
any fact I want right at the instant I need it most, 
I used to think a ‘‘hair trigger’? memory be- 
longed only to the prodigy and genius. Now I 
see that every man of us has that kind of a mem- 
ory if he only knows how to make it work right. 

I tell you it is a wonderful thing, after groping 
around in the dark for so many years, to be able 
to switch the big searchlight on your mind and see 
instantly everything you want to remember, 

This Roth course will do wonders in your office. 

Since we took it up you never hear any one in our 
office say ‘‘ I guess’’ or ‘‘I think it was about so 
much’’ or ‘‘I forget that right now’’ dr ‘‘I can’t 
remember’’ or ‘‘I must look up his name.’’ Now 
they are right there with the answer — like a shot, 

Have you heard of ‘‘ Multigraph’’ Smith ? Real 
name H. Q. Smith, of John E. Price & Co., 
Seattle, Wash. Here is just a bit from a letter’of 
his that I saw last week : 


‘*Here is the whole thing in a nutshell: 
Mr. Roth has a mostyremarkable Memory 
Course. It is simple, and easy as falling off 
alog. Yet with one hour a day of practice 
anyone —I don’t care who he is—can im- 
prove his Memory 100% in a week and 
1,000% in six months.’’ 


My advice to you is don’t wait another minute. 
Send to Independent Corporation for Mr. Roth’s 
amazing course and ‘see. what.a wonderful mem- 
ory you have got. Your dividends in increased 
earning power will be enormous. 

VicTOR JONES. 


SEND NO MONEY 


So cenfident is the Independent Corporation, the 
publishers of the Roth Memory Course, that once 
ee have an opportunity to see in your own home 

ow easy it is to discover in a few short hours how 
to double, yes, triple your memory power, that they 
are willing to send the course on. free examination. 

Don’t send any money. Merely mail. the coupon 
or write a letter and the complete course will be sent, 
all charges prepaid, at once, so that you may take 
advantage of the special price and save $2.00. If 
you are not entirely satisfied send it back any time 
within five days after you receive it and you will 
owe nothing. 

On the other hand, if you are as pleased as are the 
thousands of other men and women who have used 
the course send only $3 in full — You take 
no risk and you have everyth “ to gain, so mail 
the coupon now before this remarkable offer is with-. 


drawn. 
Independent Corporation 
Dept. R-6612, 319 Sixth Avenue, New York 


ES lo 
Independent Corporation, 
Dept. R-6612, 319 Sixth Ave., Now York 


Gentlemen:—Please mail me The Roth Menaty 
Course for 5 days’ free trial. If I decide to kee 
I will remit $3, the Special Nation Wide D Tes 
Price. Otherwise I will return it to you. It is under- 
stood that this aan puts me under no obligations 
whatsoever. 
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